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Committee Overview 
History
 
The Chinese Civil War was one of the most influential events of the twentieth century, lasting 
intermittently for around 20 years. It caused irreversible change for not only one of the world’s 
superpowers, but also for the rest of the world, as it defined international affairs in East Asia 
during the Cold War and in the years that followed.

The Republic of China was established in 1912, when China’s last imperial dynasty—the Qing 
dynasty—was  overthrown  during  the  Xinhai  Revolution.  In  China,  the  interplay  between 1

authoritarian nationalism and Marxism became a main element of the political struggle from the 
early 1920s on.  It was especially in the wake of the failures of the Warlord Era (1916-1928) that 2

these two different visions for the future of modern China emerged. 

The Chinese Nationalist Party, known as the Kuomintang (KMT)—or, the Guomindang—was 
formed by Sun Yat-sen and looked to the long tradition of Western democracy and capitalism for 
inspiration. The Chinese Communist Party (CCP), on the other hand, was founded by Marxist 
intellectuals  and  the  Communist  International  (Comintern);  they  took  the  recent  Russian 
Revolution as their model. 

Both  viewpoints  were  relatively  radical  for  their 
time,  especially  in  a  China  that  was  still  mostly 
agrarian  and  had  been  until  recently  ruled  by  an 
emperor.  This  similarity  no  doubt  contributed  to 3

their  coming  together—albeit  with  some  foreign 
prodding from the Soviet  Union (who helped the 
KMT to form their army in exchange for agreeing 
to  ally  with  the  CCP)—to  wage  war  against  the 
warlords that had hindered China’s modernization 
and development.

In  1924,  therefore,  the  CCP and  KMT joined  in 
their  First  United Front.  As the party numbers of 
the CCP at the time were much smaller than that of 
the  KMT,  the  plan  was  for  the  Chinese 
Communists,  including  a  young  Mao  Tse-tung 

 “Chinese  Revolution,”  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  Aug  30,  2019,  https://www.britannica.com/event/Chinese-1

Revolution-1911-1912

 Odd Arne Westad, Decisive Encounters: The Chinese Civil War, 1946-1950 (Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 2

2003), pg. 23

 Christopher R. Lew and Edwin Pak-Wah Leung, Historical Dictionary of the Chinese Civil War (Lanham, Maryland: Scarecrow 3

Press, 2013), pg. 1
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Chiang Kai-Shek and Mao Tse-tung (Mao 
Zedong) in Chungking (Chongqing) in 1945



(Mao Zedong), to join as members of the KMT. Both parties, however, had ulterior motives in 
this alliance: the CCP wanted to use the larger numbers of the KMT to spread communism, while 
the KMT wanted to control the Communist party from within. Sun died in 1925 and military 
commander Chiang Kai-Shek took over as KMT leader. Chiang was extremely suspicious of the 
Chinese Communists and initiated a new period of increasing tensions between the two parties. 

In 1927, Chiang launched a sudden attack on the 
Communists  in  the  KMT  government  and 
initiated a mass execution in Shanghai known as 
the  White  Terror.  This  purge  took  the  lives  of 
thousands  of  Communists;  only  a  handful 
managed to escape.  Chiang then set up his KMT 4

government capital in Nanking (Nanjing), while 
the  Chinese  Communists  were  isolated  to  very 
few rural regions in South-Central China. One of 
these  regions,  the  mountainous  area  between 
Kiangsi (Jiangxi) and Fukien (Fujian) provinces, 
was  the  site  where  Mao  Tse-tung  first  started 
organizing a force of Communist soldiers.  5

Meanwhile, the threat of Japanese invasion was 
becoming  increasingly  prevalent,  especially  in 
northern China.  When Japan annexed Manchuria 6

in  1931,  many  prominent  KMT  generals  were 
imploring Chiang Kai-shek to cooperate with the 
CCP so that they could act together against their 
shared enemy of Japan.  7

On January 1st, 1934, as tensions escalate and forces begin to mobilize, we begin our Committee 
Session. 

Mandate and Function of Each Committee

Each committee’s goal is to work together and gain influence, territory and control in China. 
Meanwhile,  you must  also  aim to  weaken the  hold  of  the  opposing party,  while  preventing 
escalations and minimizing collateral damage throughout the country. 

 Diana Lary, China’s Civil War: A Social History, 1945-1949 (Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2015), 4

pg. 5

 Odd Arne Westad, Decisive Encounters: The Chinese Civil War, 1946-1950 (Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 5

2003), pg. 26

 Benjamin Elman et al, “Chinese Civil War,” Encyclopaedia Britannica, July 30, 2019, https://www.britannica.com/place/China6

 Diana Lary, China’s Civil War: A Social History, 1945-1949 (Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 2015), 7

pg. 6
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Although history saw the CCP ultimately winning control over Mainland China and establishing 
the People’s Republic of China, while the KMT-controlled Republic of China government fled to 
Taiwan,  we  will  not  necessarily  be  sticking  to  historically  accurate  events  throughout  our 
simulation. 

Instead,  we will  be  starting  with  events  similar  to  those  of  history,  but  then  leave  it  up  to 
delegates to decide how the war will unfold. Will the KMT make the same mistakes and suffer 
defeat, or will they be able to overpower the Communists? Will China be partitioned between the 
Nationalists and Communists, or will there be a coalition government? These are the types of 
questions you must prepare your answers to, as it will guide what you as a delegate want out of 
the committee, and will help you in determining how to act to achieve that end. 

As a committee member, you are expected to stick to your assigned character’s known position 
and capabilities, but there is much room for creativity in the types of alliances you will form, the 
wartime actions you will take, and the decisions you will make. In-depth research of the war, as 
well as of your own character, will make it easy for you to know what is possible for you to do 
during the conference. Feel free to reach out to your Chairs and Crisis Analysts at any point for 
help and clarification on this. 

Simulation Style/Composition

This is MACMUN’s first ever Joint Crisis Committee, and we are putting a lot of work into 
making it as successful and memorable possible. In a joint crisis setup, you will be part of one of 
two linked committees—either the KMT committee or the CCP committee—yet you will  be 
constantly interacting with the delegates in the other room, and any decisions and actions taken 
will mutually influence each other. There will be two designated Chairs to lead each committee, 
and one shared Crisis team across both committees. 

The simulation, for both committees, will begin on January 1st, 1934, before the Long March. As 
this is a crisis committee, the situation will constantly evolve. Delegates in a crisis committee are 
expected  to  take  into  account  updates  and  developments  in  making  decisions,  and  the 
consequences of decisions will be seen during session soon after. 

Unlike traditional Model United Nations committees, there are not multiple topics of debate. 
Rather, the primary issue at hand will be for each committee to advance their party/character’s 
interests  in  fighting  the  war.  Therefore,  discussion  will  take  place  in  the  form of  a  rolling 
moderated caucus. The duration of the caucus will be infinite, whereas the speaker time and topic 
will  be modified by the committee as  discussion evolves.  The caucus will  be adjourned for 
unmoderated caucuses to discuss draft resolutions, move into voting procedure, and so on. The 
Chairs will open and close each meeting, recognize any points or motions on the floor, set the 
agenda,  and facilitate  the discussion.  In addition,  the Chairs  are  given the final  rule  on any 
disputed points, and will declare when motions are to be voted on by the body. It is also the 
decision of the Chairs to approve any draft resolution to be introduced for debate. 

Each committee will be composed of 16 individuals, each of whom were carefully selected as 
they had the capacity to play an influential role during the war. Members include prominent party 
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generals, ministers, advisors, and warlords. Further details on each individual character, as well 
as resources on how to research the characters, is provided in the Bloc Analysis of the Topic 
Overview section on page 9. 

A page will be present during the meeting to pass notes between delegates, to the Chairs, and to 
the Crisis Team. Pages will be screening notes to ensure appropriate content, and the Chairs 
retain the right to read notes.

Writing Directives

To  better  respond  to  time-sensitive  situations,  delegates  may  pass  Personal  Directives  and 
Committee Directives. Personal Directives are actions to be taken by an individual delegate or 
group of delegates; these are sent as notes from delegates directly to the Crisis team, and are 
private  unless  revealed  at  the  delegate’s  discretion.  Committee  Directives  are  passed by the 
committee as a whole; these are part of the public record and are revealed once brought to the 
Chairs.

Instructions for Writing Position Papers

The position paper is a detailed essay of your country’s policies and position on the topics that 
are going to be discussed in the committee. This will help you to organize your thoughts and 
successfully engage with the committee. You are required to submit a paper to be eligible for any 
conference award, and the writer of the best position paper in each committee will be given the 
Book Award. 

A strong MACMUN position paper should include the following:
1. Discussion of the topic in general.
2. How your country is affected by the issues.
3. Your country’s policies with respect to the issues.
4. Quotations from your country’s leaders about the topics.
5. Actions that your country has taken with regard to the issues.
6. What your country believes should be done to address the issues.
7. What your country would like to accomplish in the committee’s resolution.
8. A description of your relationship with other countries as it relates to the issues at hand.  

Include  your  name,  assigned  country,  and  committee.    Please  do  not  include  illustrations, 
diagrams, decorations, national symbols, watermarks, or page borders.

Length: 1 page total.
Format: Times New Roman, size 12, single-spaced.
Citation style: Your choice (please include a reference page; not counted in page limit). 
Due date: Friday, January 3, 2020, at 11:59 pm.
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Please email  completed position papers  (as  well  as  any questions)  to  kmt@macmun.org for 
delegates  in  the  Kuomintang  (KMT)  or  ccp@macmun.org  for  delegates  in  the  Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP).

For detailed instructions on how to write a position paper, including a template and sample paper, 
please refer to https://www.macmun.org/resources of our website.

Where to Start Your Research

Books  on  the  Chinese  Civil  War  are  an  excellent  resource.  A few we would  recommend 
picking up (or looking at on Google Books) are:  

Decisive Encounters by Odd Arne Westad  

Historical Dictionary of the Chinese Civil War by Christopher R. Lew and Edwin 
Pak-Wah Leung (*Provides details on many individual characters)  

China’s Civil War by Diana Lary  

Britannica Encyclopedia online: https://www.britannica.com/place/China
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Chinese Civil War 

“The goal of the revolution is to achieve the people's rights, but during the course of the 
revolution we must stress military power—and the two are mutually contradictory."  

—Sun Yat-sen 
Introduction8

Historians widely agree that the Chinese Civil War began during the Northern Expedition when 
the Kuomintang and Communists split. However, ever since the Qing dynasty was ousted from 
power in 1912, China was locked in a period of civil strife, thus making it reasonable to imply 
that  the  issues  that  resulted  in  the  Chinese  Civil  War  stemmed  from  decades  ago.  Such 
fundamental causes include, but are not limited to: the Chinese government's failure to respond 
to the 1919 Treaty of Versailles, which saw former German colonies in China handed to the 
Japanese (rather than back to the Chinese); the struggle to abolish the warlords who had been 
dividing the nation apart; and the death of old and defunct dynasty traditions that hindered the 
development of China. 

Both committees must  find solutions that  support  the interests  of  your respective committee 
while  also  simultaneously  achieving  domestic  stability  within  China.  It  is  also  important  to 
consider foreign involvement and how that might impact the result of the ongoing conflict. The 
following provides a more detailed analysis of what led up to the Chinese Civil War. We advise 
that you use the information as guidance to prepare for committee, but not to rely solely on it, as 
your own research is necessary in order to excel during committee sessions. 

History and Background

The history of this conflict can be traced back to the Qing dynasty—the last imperial dynasty of 
China—which suffered a catastrophic loss to Great Britain in the Opium Wars. This war was 
mainly fought over the exportation of opium and the conquest of trading posts. The loss allowed 
the Kuomintang to gain prominence and ultimately overthrow the long-lasting dynasty. 

The Kuomintang was formally established on 25 August 1912 at the Huguang Guild Hall in 
Beijing,  where  numerous  Revolutionary  Alliances  groups  joined together  to  contest  the  first 
National Assembly elections.8 Leading the newly formed political party was Sun Yat-sen, who 
was widely admired by Chinese citizens. He was referred to as the “Father of the Nation” in the 
newly established Republic of China due to his instrumental role in the overthrowing of the Qing 
dynasty.         

Seven years later, the results of the First World War caused an uprising in China known as the 
May Fourth Movement. On May 4th 1919, thousands of Chinese university students took to the 

  Goldman, Merly & Perry Elizebeth Changing the meaning of Citizenship in Modern China (Cambridge, United States: Harvard 8

University Press, 2009) pg. 80
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streets  in  response  to  the  Chinese 
government’s weak response to the 
Treaty of Versailles, in particular by 
allowing  Japan  to  take  Chinese 
territories in Shantong (Shandong).  9

This  led  to  an  anti-imperialist, 
cultural,  and  political  movement 
wherein many Chinese intellectuals 
adopted radical Western ideologies 
such  as  Marxism  and  anarchism. 
This also resulted in the creation of 
the  Chinese  Communist  Party 
(CCP) on July 1st 1921.10

The newly established Chinese Communist Party had conflicting political ideologies from the 
prominent Kuomintang, and while both were seen as a threat to each other, the leadership of Sun 
Yat-sen (who happened to be more ‘left leaning’) in the Kuomintang allowed the two parties to 
settle their differences and in many cases cooperate with one another. This can be seen during the 
formation  of  the  First  United  Front  in  1924,  where  the  Kuomintang and Communist  forces 
formed an  alliance  to  end warlordism,  which  had,  for  decades,  hindered  modernization  and 
development in the country.11

However, after the death of Sun Yat-sen in 1925, 
relationships between the two parties collapsed as 
Kuomintang  members  feared  the  Soviet  Union 
was  planning  to  destroy  the  party  by  providing 
supplies to the Chinese Communist Party. Rather 
than cooperating, many members within the two 
parties took their respective radical and opposing 
sides. The Communist Party was the first to react 
as  it  began  movements  in  opposition  of  the 
Northern  Expedition,  a  KMT-led  military 
campaign  against  warlords,  by  passing  a 
resolution  against  it  at  a  party  meeting. 
Furthermore,  the  KMT  appointed  military 
commander Chiang Kai-shek, who was extremely 
suspicious of the Chinese Communists, as the new 
leader,  thereby  initiating  a  new  period  of 
increasing tensions between the two parties. 

 Harries, Meirion & Susan Harries. Soldiers of the Sun: the Rise and Fall of the Imperial Japanese Army. Random House, 19929

 Communist forces: J van de Van, Hans. From Friend to Comrade: The Founding of the Chinese Communist Party, 1920-1927. 10

(Berkeley, United States: University of California Press, 1991)

 Diana Lary,  China’s Civil  War: A Social  History,  1945-1949 (Cambridge,  United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 11

2015), pg. 4
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While Chiang Kai-shek was more concerned about eliminating the Chinese Communists,  the 
CCP took advantage of this opportunity by gaining numerous support from the Chinese working 
class. The general living conditions in China, both urban and rural, were extremely poor. The 
CCP understood that  by addressing this  issue in their  platform, they could be a force to be 
reckoned with. Very soon, the CCP was winning over the allegiance of peasants living in rural 
China by making sure troops did not pillage local land as well as giving the peasants a greater 
say in local government. 

As tensions continued to escalate, the Communist Party launched an open rebellion against the 
Kuomintang in Nan-ch’ang (Nanchang) on August 1st 1927, which ultimately led to the creation 
of the Red Army. The Nationalist forces (Kuomintang) quickly recaptured the city as the vast 
majority  of  the  Red Army marched southwards  for  an  assault  on  Kwangtung (Guangdong). 
However, the Red Army was quickly suppressed by the more powerful Nationalist government, 
which  resulted  in  the  Communist  forces  going  into  hiding,  desperately  seeking  to  escape 
numerous encirclement campaigns launched by the Kuomintang in an attempt to isolate and 
destroy the developing Red Army.  12

Current Situation

The current situation, as of January 1st 1934, is a dilemma which members of both committees 
must address. The CCP Committee currently understands that the Nationalist forces are by far 
more powerful than them. Currently, many Red Army members are settled in and around the 
Kiangsi-Fukien  (Jiangxi-Fujian)  Soviet  region—which  is  the  largest  component  territory 
controlled by the CCP. However, while this territory is being readily defended by the Red Army, 
the CCP is unsure of how long they will be able to keep control given the strength of the KMT. 
Given  the  current  position(s)  of  many  Red  Army members,  as  well  as  the  geographic  and 
political climate of China, there is hope that the party will not only escape the encirclement 
campaigns, but also defeat the Kuomintang forces with well-planned guerrilla warfare tactics.  

On the other end, the KMT Committee understands that the geographical advantages that the 
CCP possesses  may pose  a  threat  to  their  rule  in  China,  and it  seems sensible  to  focus  on 
eliminating that threat. However, the KMT also needs to address external threats that threaten the 
sovereignty of China. In this current situation, the Japanese invasion of Manchuria—as well as 
its preceding occupations in Korea, Formosa, and numerous Pacific ports—is presented to be of a 
huge concern to surrounding Chinese provinces that fear that they may be the next victim to 
Japanese  imperialism.  With  the  League of  Nations  failing  to  discourage Imperial  Japan,  the 
Republic of China is in a position of domestic instability; many citizens are enraged and may 
seek to align themselves with the CCP in order to overthrow the KMT if the ROC government 
does not respond to the growing Japanese threat.

 The Long March: Watkins, Thayer. “The Long March of the Communist Party of China 1934-35.” Accessed July 31, 2019. 12

http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/longmarch.htm.
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In  addition  to  the  threat  of  Japanese  imperialism,  the  KMT-controlled  Republic  of  China 
government still has to deal with threats of European colonialism, with the British and French 
Empires owning numerous ports and still interested in obtaining more. The Soviet Union is also 
involved  in  this  mixture,  supplying  Chinese  Muslim rebellion  forces  in  Sinkiang (Xinjiang) 
while also supporting the CPP’s struggle against  the KMT. Indeed, there are numerous different 
and conflicting routes that can be approached to answer these issues for both committees, but the 
real question is, which one is the most feasible?  

Bloc Analysis

In order to maintain historical accuracy, this committee will be using Chinese romanization from 
1934,  which  was  predominantly  (but  not  exclusively)  the  Wade-Giles  system.  For  research 
purposes, romanization in Hanyu Pinyin has been provided in this Background Guide.

Chinese Communist Party (CCP)

Since  the  founding  of  the  Chinese  Communist  Party,  there  have  been  many  disagreements 
concerning  political  ideology  between  the  members.  Some  ideologies  include  Marxisim, 
Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, the Three Represents, and Deng Xiaoping Theory.  However, 13

by late 1929, there was a power vacuum after the last leader of the CCP was stripped of his 
power.  This  inspired  many  members  of  the  party  to  seek  leadership  within  the  CCP from 
prominent  members such as  Mao Tse-tung,  Chou En-lai,  Wang Ming,  and Chang Wen-t'ien. 
Apart from the leadership disputes, there were many other distinct characteristics amongst the 
members within the committee, many of whom closely aligned themselves with at least one of 
the  aforementioned  leaders.  These  included  Military  Leaders,  Comintern  Officials,  and 
Ministers.  Despite  the  differences  within  the  committee,  each  of  these  members  share  the 
common goal of spreading communism. 

Leadership Roles

Mao  Tse-tung  (Mao  Zedong)  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Chinese  Red  Army,  and 
disapproved of  traditional  Marxist  thought.  Mao’s  control  over  the  Red Army makes  him a 
powerful member within the CCP. He is a beloved figure within the party who seeks to integrate 
communism with modern Chinese characteristics.

Chou  En-lai  (Zhou  Enlai)  worked  in  many  underground  establishments  and  supported 
numerous Communist uprisings all  over the world. He was responsible for leading the Nan-
ch’ang uprising against the KMT (ultimately starting the civil war). He is a key threat to the 
KMT as  he  helped  the  party  escape  the  numerous  encirclement  campaigns  led  by  Chiang, 
making him critical to the survival of the CCP.  

 J  van  de  Van,  Hans.  From Friend  to  Comrade:  The  Founding  of  the  Chinese  Communist  Party,  1920-1927.  Berkeley: 13

University of California Press, 1991.
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Wang  Ming  (Wang  Ming)  was  an  early  communist  revolutionary  and  father  of  the  28 
Bolsheviks.  While  beloved by many members  of  the  CCP,  such as  Po Ku,  he  also  had his 
disputes; more specifically, he disapproves of Mao Tse-tung and Mao’s unorthodox approach to 
Communism. 

Chang Wen-t'ien (Zhang Wentian) is a political leader, writer and theorist. He served as the 
Minister of Propaganda Department of the CCP and was crucial in orchestrating the CCP’s rise 
to prominence amongst the general public while simultaneously also painting the KMT as a 
threat to the Chinese people. 

Military Leaders

Peng Te-huai (Peng Dehuai) is a Chinese military leader known for his guerrilla tactics against 
the KMT during the encirclement campaigns. He is closely involved with Mao Tse-tung and 
Chou En-lai, together working to solve practical problems against the KMT. 

Chu Teh (Zhu De) is a CCP general who converted to communist principals after meeting Chou 
En-lai. He rose up the ranks due to his early success in the encirclement campaigns.

Lin Piao (Lin Biao)  is a marshal and one of the earliest military members for the CCP. He 
gained prominence due to his success in the Northern Expenditure, and worked closely with 
Chou En-lai. 

Ho Lung (He Long) is an important marshall for the Red Army and the Director of the CCP 
Delegation to Comintern.  Throughout his  career,  he has been a trouble-maker for  the KMT, 
taking part in numerous rebellions. He was most recently responsible for commanding his forces 
to  escape from the  KMT’s fourth  encirclement  campaign,  a  campaign that  could  have been 
disastrous for the CCP.  14

Comintern Officials

Li De (Otto Braun) is a German who spent many of his early years in the Soviet Union studying 
communism at the International Lenin School (ILS). He is currently a Comintern agent who was 
sent to China in 1934 to advise the CCP on how to combat the KMT forces.  

Po Ku (Bo Gu) is the current General Secretary of the CCP. Alongside Wang Ming and Chang 
Wen-t'ien, Po Ku was part of the 28 Bolshievieks. While he supports Mao Tse-tung’s authority 
over Chang Kuo-t'ao, Po was a traditional Marxsist—which conflicted with Mao’s perspective on 
China’s future. Like many other Comintern officials, he is critical of Mao's control of the Red 
Army. 

 Barlow,  J.  A.,  Mass  line  leadership  and  thought  reform in  China.  American  Psychologist,  (1981),  pg  300-309.  https://14

psycnet.apa.org/record/1981-32622-001?doi=1
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Chang Kuo-t'ao (Zhang Guotao) is one of the founding members of the CCP. Like many other 
members,  Chang  is  critical  of  Mao  Tse-tung's  political  ideology.  Unsurprisingly,  he  works 
closely with the Comintern.

Ministers

Mao Tse-min (Mao Zemin) is  the economic minister  for  the CCP and the president  of  the 
Central Bank. He is the younger brother of Mao Tse-tung.  15

Liu  Po-ch'eng  (Liu  Bocheng)  is  a  minister  and  vice  chairman  of  the  Interim  Central 
Government of the Chinese Soviet Republic. He is a superior military tactician who, alongside 
Chou En-lai, led the Red Army during the encirclement campaigns. 

K'ang Sheng (Kang Sheng) was a minister for the CCP who oversaw the party's intelligence 
and security operations after he was appointed by Chou En-lai. He is currently in Moscow, after 
Wang Ming appointed him as Deputy Chairman of the Comintern. 

Li K'o-nung (Li Kenong) is a political and social worker who is in charge of numerous CCP 
institutions, such as the Executive Director of Political Protection for the Chinese Soviet, Head 
of the Kiangsi Protection Branch, and a chief for the Red Army Polibureau. 

Teng Hsiao-p'ing (Deng Xiaoping) is the current Director of Propaganda for the Communist 
Provincial Party in Kiangsi.  Throughout his life, Teng diversified his knowledge by studying 
numerous topics that are crucial to the success of the CCP, including Economic and Political 
Theory, Marxisit-Leninism, and Third International Theory. 

Kuomintang (KMT) 

The KMT was a party characterized by many internal factions and divisions. Apart from the 
Communist members that were involved with the party until the White Terror in 1927, there were 
further divisions within the party. For example, there was a divide between the members who 
agreed with and supported Chiang’s leadership, and those who actively opposed many of his 
decisions. This caused much of the internal strife that plagued the CCP.

In  general,  the  16  members  we  will  be  including  in  our  committee  can  be  split  into  four 
categories: Generals/Ministers, Warlords, Leftists, and Others. Of course, there is some overlap 
between these groups, as many individuals held different positions on the committee at different 
times,  or  even  fell  into  two  of  these  categories  at  the  same  time,  but  for  the  sake  of  this 
Background Guide, we will divide them as such. This is merely a starting point of your research, 
meant to give you a brief overview of who you are assigned to, and the other members of your 
committee. 

 Denis Twitchett, The Cambridge History of China (Cambridge, United Kingdom: Cambridge University Press, 1978) pg 175 15

https://books.google.ca/books?id=XSZygE9
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Warlords

Li Tsung-jen (Li Zongren) is one of the most influential of all Kwanghsi warlords. Li allied 
with  the  Nationalist  government  in  the  1920s  to  become  the  Kwanghsi  province’s  military 
governor. After defeating a few major warlords, he gained a strong reputation within the KMT, 
especially as someone strongly opposed to communism. His army was one of the few KMT units 
free from Communist influence.16

Yen Hsi-shan (Yan Xishan)  is  a  warlord who rules over the province of Shansi.  Yen is  an 
important ally for the KMT government. He first joined forces with Chiang in 1927, during the 
Northern Expedition, and was instrumental in its successful conclusion, due to his occupation of 
Peking.  A rift is growing between him and Chiang, however, as Yen is concerned more with the 17

threat of Japanese invasion, rather than the CCP. Yen is also known for his ambitious program of 
rapid industrialization in the 1930s.  18

Chen Chi-tang (Chen Jitang),  or  the “King of  the Southern Skies,”  was one of  the ‘new’ 
warlords who saw themselves as faithful disciples of Sun Yat-sen and pledged to carry out his 
teachings.  He  held  governing  authority  of  Kwangtung  province,  and  made  important 
contributions to the region. He successfully started a local national government, and although he 
dissolved it a few years later and professed his allegiance to Nanking (Nanjing), he had managed 
to establish the semi-independence of the southwest. He holds great military power in the KMT 
and he is, among many things, the Commander-in-Chief of the First Group Army.  19

Chang Hseuh-liang (Zhang Xueliang) is the oldest son of prominent Chinese warlord Chang 
Tso-lin (Zhang Zuolin), who dominated Manchuria and parts of North China. Chang took full 
control of his father’s army in 1928 when the elder Chang was murdered by the Japanese. After 
Chang relocated his troops to Shensi province, Chiang began using Chang’s armies to fight the 
Communists.  However,  Chang  strongly  disagrees  with  Chiang  and  believes  in  fighting  the 
Japanese rather than fellow Chinese.20

Generals/Ministers

Chen Cheng (Chen Cheng): Cheng joined the Nationalist party at a young age, and worked his 
way up the ranks under Chiang’s leadership to become the commanding officer of the 18th Army 
by the 1930s. He played an important role in defeating the Communist Army and forcing it to 

 C. Peter Chen, “Li Zongren.” World War II Database, https://ww2db.com/person_bio.php?person_id=36316

 Baruch  Boxer,  “Shanxi,”  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  inc.  February  19  2019,  https://www.britannica.com/place/Shanxi/17

History#ref591006

 “Yan Xishan,” Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yan_Xishan#cite_note-1518

 Alfred H. Y. Lin,”Building and Funding a Warlord Regime; The Experience of  Chen Jitang in Guangdong,  1929-1936,” 19

Modern China, Vol. 28, No. 2 (April 2002): 177-212 , https://www.jstor.org/stable/3181353?seq=9#metadata_info_tab_contents

 “Zhang Xueliang,” Encyclopaedia Britannica, inc., October 10 2019,  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Zhang-Xueliang20
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withdraw into the Long March. He has remained loyal to Chiang throughout, and is thus one of 
his most trusted generals and advisors.  21

Hu Tsung-nan (Hu Zongnan): Like Chen Cheng, Tsung-nan was one of Chiang’s favourite and 
most trusted generals. He was vital during the Northern Expedition, and is currently serving as 
Commanding Officer of some of Chiang’s most highly regarded military divisions. He has a deep 
rivalry with Chen Cheng.  22

Chiu Ching-ch'uan (Qiu Qingquan): In 1926, Ching-ch'uan first allied with Chiang when he 
was made captain during the KMT’s Northern Expedition. When the KMT and CCP split, he, 
along with other Chiang generals, were arrested in Wuhan under KMT leftist Wang Ching-wei 
(but later managed to escape back to Nanking). By 1933, Chiu Ching-ch'uan had risen the ranks 
to major general, and has just recently left for a short stint in Germany to study tank warfare.  23

Chen Li-fu (Chen Lifu): In 1926, Chiang hired engineer and politician Chen Li-fu to be his 
confidential secretary. A strong anti-communist, he was a loyal advisor to Chiang. He was later 
promoted to head the Investigation Section of the Organization Department, and is now serving 
as the Minister of Education.  24

Ho Ying-chin (He Yingqin): Ying-chin was one of the most senior generals of Chiang’s KMT. 
In 1924, he helped Chiang established the Whampoa Military Academy—a school that trained 
many  of  the  KMT’s  top  generals  and  ministers.  Additionally,  Ying-chin’s  many  successful 
military performances against a local warlord granted him notice and respect from both Chiang 
as well as military advisors in the Soviet Union. In 1930, he was named Chiang’s chief of staff 
for military affairs, as well as head of the political section of the Chinese Army. In 1933, he 
replaced Chang Hseuh-liang to oversee defense against Japanese aggression. He opposes military 
action against the Japanese, and has de-escalated the situation, entering into the Tanggu Truce.25

Pai Ch'ung-hsi (Bai Chongxi): Ch'ung-hsi met Li Tsung-jen and Huang Shao-hung (Huang 
Shaohong) in the Kwanghsi Military Cadre Training School in 1907, and 17 years later, they 
formed the New Kwanghsi Clique—which fought, successfully, to gain power from the older 
warlords  in  the  Kwanghsi  region  on  behalf  of  the  Republic  of  China.  Ch'ung-hsi  was 26

instrumental  during  the  KMT campaigns,  and  served  as  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  National 
Revolutionary Army during the Northern Expedition.  He fled to  Vietnam in 1929,  however, 
fearing persecution in Chiang’s purge of the KMT party. However, he survived the purge and still 
holds a leadership position in Kwanghsi as a capable civil administrator. 

 C. Peter Chen, “Chen Cheng,” World War II Database,  https://ww2db.com/person_bio.php?person_id=29921

 “Hu Zongnan,” Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hu_Zongnan22

 “Qi Qingquan,” Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qiu_Qingquan23
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Leftists

Wang Ching-wei  (Wang Jingwei):  Ching-wei  worked loyally  under  Sun Yat-sen  for  many 
years, but when Chiang took over and aligned more with the right-wing members of the party, 
Jingwei (in alliance with the communists) formed a regime in Wuhan. Finding it  difficult to 
cooperate with the communists, he removed them, and most leftists rejoined Chiang. Ching-wei 
continued to lead a movement to oppose Chiang until February 1932, when the two men were 
reconciled by a settlement. Subsequently, Wang became president of the Nationalist Party while 
Chiang continued to head the military.27

Chen Kung-po (Chen Gongbo): Kung-po studied Marxism as a university student and was one 
of the original founders of the CCP in 1921. However, he left the party the following year and 
studied Economics at Columbia University for several years. He returned to China in 1925 and 
joined the KMT as head of the Department of Peasants and Workers. Closely allied with Wang 
Ching-wei, he was a part of the KMT leftist clique. Like Ching-wei, Kung-po strongly opposes 
Chiang, but his ultimate cooperation with the leader led him to be named Minister of Industry in 
1932.28

Other

Tu Yueh-sheng (Du Yuesheng): As leader of the “Green Gang” (a Chinese secret society and 
criminal organization), Yusheng dominated Shanghai's opium and heroin trade in the 1930s, and 
secretly  funded  the  political  career  of  Chiang  Kai-shek.  While  the  KMT Party  was  having 
internal divisions and incoherence, Yueh-sheng and his fellow Green Gang bosses maintained 
relationships with a wide range of military and political factions both within and outside of the 
party.  Yueh-sheng  and  the  Green  Gang  were  able  to  sustain  these  relations  due  to  their 
established, independent power base within the French Concession. This was lost in 1932, when 
the KMT reconstituted on a more integrated basis, and Yueh-sheng was forced to seek deeper 
integration within the KMT government. Chiang appointed him as the president of the National 
Board of Opium Suppression Bureau. Effectively, Tu has come to control the entirety of China’s 
opium trade.  29

Tai Li (Dai Li):  Chief of the KMT’s secret  service in China,  Li helped to develop China’s 
modern intelligence organization in 1928. Li is perhaps one of the most powerful men in China, 
and also headed the Blue Shirts Society (Chiang’s security and intelligence fascist organization). 
He is very successful at spying on the Chinese Communist Party, as well as on the Japanese 
organizations.30

 “Wang Ching-wei,” Encyclopaedia Britannica, inc., April 30 2019, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Wang-Ching-wei27
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Journal  of  Asian  Studies,    Vol.  54,  No.  1  (February  1995):  64-92,   https://www.jstor.org/stable/2058951?
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Hans Von Seeckt: Seeckt serves as one of the most influential  German advisors to Chiang, 
helping to build strong Sino-German cooperation. He wants China’s KMT Army to resemble the 
German army, where low quantity is made up for with high quality of professional soldiers. 
Seeckt also strongly believes in ending regionalism (internal factions) within the KMT party, and 
advocates in an army where the officers are loyal to Chiang alone.31

Mission and Focus Questions 

The objective for both committees is to develop rational solutions that satisfy the objectives each 
party has set, while also dealing with the threats that the committees pose to each other and 
dangers from foreign countries. BothCommittees must acknowledge that this is a time-sensitive 
crisis, and that they are advised to move as quickly and efficiently as possible in order to prevent 
issues  that  oppose  either  committee’s  interests.  While  war  appears  to  be  imminent,  both 
committees should also make it a priority to find peace whenever necessary to prevent further 
escalation. Good luck, Delegates!     

1. What are the next steps for each committee to ensure that their objectives are met?   

2. How will each committee respond to the enraged Chinese citizens towards both the domestic 
and foreign instability in China?   

3. To what extent should the committees deal with the foreign threats to China respectively?   

4. Should the CCP and the KMT committees work together to achieve lasting and sustainable 
peace? Or is it necessary for China’s progression that one is dismissed?   

5. How should each respective committee deal with the many internal factions and divisions 
amongst each other?  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