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Committee Overview 
Mandate and Function of the Committee:
 
The  Legal  Committee  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly,  also  known  as  the  Sixth 
Committee, is concerned with the creation and use of international law. The Legal Committee of 
the United Nations General Assembly commenced in 1948, where it has since been the central 
body  for  debate  on  the  world’s  most  pressing  legal  issues.  The  Sixth  Committee  provides 1

solutions  through  recommendations,  and  although  these  are  non-binding  resolutions,  they 
significantly influence states in their legal actions to align with the United Nations’ legal code. 
The Committee has formed a global framework of  international law and places an emphasis on 2

the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

The Committee’s mandate focuses on the development and promotion of international law with 
an emphasis on the application of the rule of law at both national and international levels, in 
which member states must “… take all necessary steps to provide fair, transparent, effective, 
non-discriminatory and accountable  services  that  promote access  to  justice for  all,  including 
legal aid … where appropriate, in both criminal and civil proceedings.”  The committee uses 3

multiple specialized legal bodies to assist in decision making and studies, while the negotiations 
and  debates  are  held  during  the  Legal  Committee  General  Meetings  to  establish  further 
recommendations.4

Current Treaties and Resolutions of the Legal Committee

Year Treaty	or	Nego,a,on

1961 Vienna	Conven-on	on	Diploma-c	Rela-ons

1969 Vienna	Conven-on	on	the	Law	of	Trea-es

1970 The	Declara-on	on	Principles	of	Interna-onal	Law

1973 Conven-on	on	the	Punishment	of	Crime	against	Interna-onally	Protected	Persons

1978 Vienna	Conven-on	on	Succession	of	States	in	Respect	Trea-es

 "History  of  the  Sixth  Committee."  Saint  Peters  Edu.  https://www.saintpeters.edu/guarini-institute/files/2013/01/Legal-1

Committee.pdf. p.1.

 "History  of  the  Sixth  Committee."  Saint  Peters  Edu.  https://www.saintpeters.edu/guarini-institute/files/2013/01/Legal-2

Committee.pdf.

 Extracts of Resolutions Adopted by the General Assembly. New York, NY: United Nations, 2019. PDF. P. 20. 3

 United Nations General Assembly Rules of Procedure, art. 98; Alan Boyle and Christine Chinkin, The Making of International 4

Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007) pp. 116 – 117.
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 Chart of the Current Treaties and Resolutions of the Legal Committee in chronological order.5

Simulation Style and Composition of the Committee

The Sixth Committee includes all UN member states. The chairperson of the committee works 
alongside  three  vice-chairs  and  a  rapporteur.  These  bureau  members  work  to  organize  and 6

execute the functions of the committee alongside the chairperson, who conducts meetings and 
proposes discussion topics.  Once matters have been discussed, proposals and recommendations 7

advance to the General Assembly for the final voting and adoption of such resolutions.

McMaster’s Model United Nations Legal Committee will have two chairs that are responsible for 
moderating the debate and will  enforce the respective Model  UN rules and procedures.  The 
chairs will ensure that delegates are following appropriate protocols, conduct, and decorum. The 
primary roles of the chairs will be to commence and close the debate, facilitate the setting of the 
agenda, manage the list of speakers, prompt discussion between delegates, and direct states to 
vote when they are required to. They will be ruling on disputed rulings and motions, delegates 
must note that the chairs have the final say regarding these matters. 

The General Assembly of the Legal Committee has 57 delegates that bring forth the views and 
policies of different global state actors. It is important to consider the perspectives of each state 

1979 Interna-onal	Conven-on	on	the	Taking	of	Hostages

1994 Declara-on	on	Measures	to	Eliminate	Interna-onal	Terrorism

1995 Conven-on	on	the	Safety	of	United	Na-ons	and	Associated	Personnel

1997 Interna-onal	Conven-on	for	the	Suppression	of	Terrorist	Bombings

1997 Conven-on	on	the	Law	of	Non-Naviga-onal	uses	of	Interna-onal	Watercourses

1998 Rome	Statute	of	the	Interna-onal	Criminal	Court

1999 Interna-onal	Conven-on	for	the	Suppression	of	Financing	Terrorism

2001 DraV	Ar-cles	on	the	Responsibility	of	States	for	Interna-onal	Wrongful	Acts	of	Nuclear	
Terrorism

 Sixth Committee, Legal, United Nations, Main Body, Main Organs, General Assembly. United Nations. https://www.un.org/en/5

ga/sixth/.

 "History  of  the  Sixth  Committee."  Saint  Peters  Edu.  https://www.saintpeters.edu/guarini-institute/files/2013/01/Legal-6

Committee.pdf. P. 1. 

 United Nations General Assembly Rules of Procedure, arts. 105-106; Robbie Sabel, Procedures at International Conferences, 7

2nd ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006) pp. 73-95.
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in the dias as their stance and policies will help form the overall decision that will be made in the 
end. All points made should be reflective of the delegate’s assigned country and their foreign 
policies, personal opinions should not be included. 

Pages will also be present in the committee room during the debate, and they will be responsible 
for the passing of notes from delegate to delegate. This allows delegates to communicate with 
one another  and form draft  resolutions  or  alliances  on particular  points.  These  notes  are  an 
extremely useful mode of communication during the debate and delegates are encouraged to 
communicate through pages.

Forming Resolutions

Resolutions represent the consolidated opinions of the United Nations body and act as proposed 
comprehensive solutions to the issues at hand. They are a final result of the discussions and 
negotiations regarding the topics, and detail recommended courses of action. These papers are 
composed of preambulatory clauses (reasons for addressing this issue) and operative clauses 
(solutions to the issue). A resolution is first considered a draft resolution prior to being voted on 
by the committee.

During the course of debate, delegates may work individually or collaborate with others to write 
a draft resolution. At the end of the debate, many draft resolutions can be submitted to the Chairs, 
and the Chairs will proceed to read all the draft resolutions until the delegates vote and pick the 
final resolution(s). The delegates writing the resolution are deemed the “sponsors” and states that 
support seeing the resolution presented are signed on as “signatories.” Signatories are simply 
members who want to bring the resolution to debate; they do not have to necessarily support the 
resolution.

The Legal Committee requires 2-5 sponsors and at least 8 signatories on a working paper. Once 
this has been attained, it  can be presented to the Dias;  once the Dias approves the paper,  it 
becomes a draft resolution, and can then be presented to the committee.

For  detailed  instructions  on  how to  write  resolutions,  including a  list  of  preambulatory  and 
operative phrases, and a sample resolution, please refer to https://www.macmun.org/resources of 
our website. 

Instructions for Writing Position Papers

The position paper is a detailed essay of your country’s policies and position on the topics that 
are going to be discussed in the committee. This will help you to organize your thoughts and 
successfully engage with the committee. You are required to submit a paper to be eligible for any 
conference award, and the writer of the best position paper in each committee will be given the 
Book Award. 
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A strong MACMUN position paper should include the following:
1. Discussion of the topic in general.
2. How your country is affected by the issues.
3. Your country’s policies with respect to the issues.
4. Quotations from your country’s leaders about the topics.
5. Actions that your country has taken with regard to the issues.
6. What your country believes should be done to address the issues.
7. What your country would like to accomplish in the committee’s resolution.
8. A description of your relationship with other countries as it relates to the issues at hand.  

Include your name, assigned country, and committee.  Please do not include illustrations, 
diagrams, decorations, national symbols, watermarks, or page borders.

Length: 1 page per topic.
Format: Times New Roman, size 12, single-spaced.
Citation style: Your choice (please include a reference page; not counted in page limit). 
Due date: Friday, January 3, 2020, at 11:59 pm.

Please email completed position papers (as well as any questions) to legal@macmun.org.

For detailed instructions on how to write a position paper, including a template and sample paper, 
please refer to https://www.macmun.org/resources of our website.

Where to Start Your Research

This BBC article gives a brief overview of the history of mass surveillance in Western countries:
https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-24749166

This article gives a brief introduction to China’s social credit system, which uses modern 
information technology to assign social credit scores to individuals. This article gives some brief 
examples of behaviours that can help raise or lower a score, as well as the benefits and 
consequences of high or low scores, respectively.
https://time.com/collection/davos-2019/5502592/china-social-credit-score/

This Guardian article below looks at the conflicts in Yemen and where the tension initially began, 
including the reason for tension, the political ties of Yemen, and the effects that these tensions 
have had on the country. 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jun/20/yemen-civil-war-the-conflict-explained 

The source below is extremely useful at providing a visual aid when mapping out the Yemen 
conflict. It includes the divisions of Yemen politically, and looks at the chronological evolution 
of the crisis. The maps are colour-coded and come with detailed explanations below them.
https://www.ecfr.eu/mena/yemen 
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This article highlights the potential war crimes committed in Yemen. It details what the crimes 
are, who has committed them, and the implications of these acts. It especially focuses on the 
investigations conducted by the United Nations on the matter. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/03/world/middleeast/war-crimes-yemen.html 
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Topic #1: Legality of Mass Surveillance 

“I understand that national security and criminal activity may justify some exceptional and 
narrowly-tailored use of surveillance. But that is all the more reason to safeguard human rights 

and fundamental freedoms.” 
— Ban Ki-moon, former Secretary-General of the United Nations 

Introduction8

Article twelve of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights states that “No one shall be 
subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence”.8 When it 
was adopted by the members of the United Nations General Assembly on December 10, 1948, no 
one could have foreseen how technology would change and develop in the coming decades.9

Mass  surveillance  has  evolved from physical  systems of  apparatuses  to  complex  algorithms 
managed by artificial intelligence.  Currently, over 2.5 quintillion bytes of data are generated 10

each day.  Much of this information is personal data that is collected and stored by internet 11

service  providers  or  information  technology  companies.  However,  issues  arise  when 
governments implicate themselves in the collection and monitoring of personal data, especially 
when the systematic collection and analysis of information by governments has been used as a 
tool of oppression.  Similarly, the inability to use technology to monitor for suspected threats to 12

peace and state security may create security risks and even loss of life.13

The committee will look at past failures of privacy protection in the information technology age, 
the current issues associated with mass surveillance, and try to establish guiding principles for 
balancing the need for both privacy and state security. 

 “Universal Declaration of Human Rights." United Nations. https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/. 8

 "Universal Declaration of Human Rights." United Nations. https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/. 9

 Gebhart,  Gennie,  Eva  Galperin,  and  David  Greene.  "Surveillance  Technologies."  Electronic  Frontier  Foundation.  https://10

www.eff.org/issues/mass-surveillance-technologies.

 Marr,  Bernard.  "How Much Data  Do We Create  Every Day? The Mind-Blowing Stats  Everyone Should Read."  Forbes. 11

September  05,  2019.  https://www.forbes.com/sites/bernardmarr/2018/05/21/how-much-data-do-we-create-every-day-the-mind-
blowing-stats-everyone-should-read/#6d3810e160ba. 

 Cohen, E. Technology of Oppression: Preserving Freedom and Dignity in an Age of Mass, Warrantless Surveillance. Palgrave 12

Pivot, 2015. https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9781137426215

 "Do NSA's  Bulk Surveillance Programs Stop Terrorists?"  New America.  January 13,  2014.  https://www.newamerica.org/13

international-security/policy-papers/do-nsas-bulk-surveillance-programs-stop-terrorists/.
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History

The origins of surveillance dates back to the ancient civilizations of Egypt and Rome. It was first 
used as a tool by which the ruling class preserved their grip on power. Spies were not only used 
to gauge the morale and capabilities of opposing states, but also directed at exposing disloyalty 
among subjects. This practice was carried through to the middle and late middle ages, by which 
time  non-state  actors  such  as  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  had  an  extensive  network  of 
surveillance apparati to identify heresy among the population.  Early democracies such as the 14

United States recognized the importance of privacy, and established binding principles to protect 
the individual from unjustified monitoring by the state.  However, mass surveillance continued 15

to be a common practice, especially in late monarchies and autocratic regimes. Both the pre-
revolutionary and post-revolutionary governments of France extensively used mass surveillance 
targeted towards differing demographics.16

Modern  forms  of  mass  surveillance  can  be 
traced back to the Panopticon Prison devised 
by Jeremy Bentham in the late 19th century. 
Meant to be a better alternative to the dark and 
filthy cells previously used to house inmates, 
Bentham’s design featured brightly illuminated 
rooms surrounding a central guard tower. The 
guard  would  be  able  to  see  into  each  cell 
without  having  to  change  their  location. 
Crucially,  inmates  could  not  tell  when  they 
were being watched, and thus often acted as if 
they  were  constantly  being  watched.  This 
principle,  of  substituting  punishment  with 
surveillance and brutality with control, became 
very  popular  with  many  governments.  17

Though perceived as more humane during the 
time  of  its  creation,  the  concept  of  mass 
surveillance  has  grown  increasingly 
contentious with the greater  emphasis  placed 
on individual rights in current times.

Bentham’s Panopticon Prison Concept18

 "The Hidden History of Mass Surveillance." The Big Picture. April 26, 2018. https://ritholtz.com/2014/06/the-hidden-history-14

of-mass-surveillance/.

 Galiano, Dean. The Fourth Amendment: Unreasonable Search and Seizure. Rosen Central, 2011.15

 Zurcher, Anthony. "Roman Empire to the NSA: A World History of Government Spying." BBC News. November 01, 2013. 16

https://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-24749166. 

 "A History of the Mass Warrantless Surveillance Network." Technology of Oppression. doi:10.1057/9781137408211.0004. 17

 "Panopticon." Wikipedia. November 15, 2019. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panopticon. 18

McMaster Model United Nations 2020
The Legal Committee Page �8



Mass surveillance was later used on a global scale during both the First and Second World Wars. 
Meant more than to identify foreign agents and enemies of the state, mass surveillance was also 
used by most all parties to the conflict to counter opposition propaganda and the spread of false 
information domestically.  Committees such as the Cipher Bureau, established under the U.S 19

Department  of  Justice,  and  the  GCHQ  were  given  sweeping  powers  to  monitor 
telecommunications and the actions of citizens.  Multinational agreements established during 20

the Cold War, such as ECHELON, laid the groundworks for the robust surveillance apparatuses 
found in many countries today.21

The  perceived  threat  of  terrorism  has  prompted  many  states  to  adopt  more  aggressive 
surveillance  and  monitoring  of  information.  The  September  11  attacks  generated  significant 
alarm from the United States and its allies, many of whom previously considered themselves 
largely immune to such large scale terorrism. The U.S. adopted legislation including the Patriot 
Act, the Investigatory Powers Act, and the 2001 Anti-Terrorism Act.  Although oversight was 22

implemented to varying degrees, abuses of power have been identified by whistle blowers such 
as  Edward  Snowden.  Some overly  intrusive  legislation  has  begun  to  be  repealed,  but  the 23

infrastructure  which  has  allowed  agencies  to  conduct  mass  surveillance  operations  remain 
intact.24

Current Situation

The present  day adoption and use of  mass surveillance mechanisms is  diverse in scope and 
complex in reason. Certain countries integrate mass surveillance into security policy as a method 
of deterring and counteracting terrorism and crime facilitated by information technology.  Other 25

states may use mass surveillance as a method of stifling political dissent and controlling the 

 "Communications Surveillance during World War I." EHNE. https://ehne.fr/en/article/material-civilization/between-control-19

and-liberty/communications-surveillance-during-world-war-i. 

 Uwpress, Uwpress, and Sandvick Says:. "Mass Surveillance Began with World War I." University of Wisconsin Press. July 03, 20

2014. https://uwpress.wordpress.com/2014/08/04/its-about-blackmail-not-national-security/. 

 Matney, Lucas. "Uncovering ECHELON: The Top-Secret NSA/GCHQ Program That Has Been Watching You Your Entire 21

Life."  TechCrunch.  August  03,  2015.  https://techcrunch.com/2015/08/03/uncovering-echelon-the-top-secret-nsa-program-that-
has-been-watching-you-your-entire-life/. 

 Walker,  Clive.  "Anti-terrorism  Laws."  Routledge  Handbook  Of  Terrorism  And  Counterterrorism,  2018,  406-15.  doi:22

10.4324/9781315744636-35.

 "Edward Snowden Fast Facts." CNN. September 17, 2019. https://www.cnn.com/2013/09/11/us/edward-snowden-fast-facts/23

index.html.

 Patriot Act: Opposing Viewpoints. Thomson Gale, 2005.24

 Egwuonwu, Benson. "Everything You've Ever Wanted To Know About Mass Surveillance." RightsInfo. October 15, 2019. 25

https://rightsinfo.org/explainer-mass-surveillance-human-rights/. 
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population.  The mechanisms of  mass surveillance varies  greatly.  Some nations continue to 26

expand and improve the physical presence of surveillance infrastructure.  Others are placing 27

increasing  emphasis  on  algorithms  and  artificial  intelligence  for  the  monitoring  of  internet 
traffic.  As  more  and more  nations  begin  finding new uses  for  information  technology,  the 28

adoption and implementation of surveillance will only proliferate. 

The reasons and implementation of mass surveillance vary between different nation states and 
geopolitical circumstances. Below, delegates will explore the varying facets of mass surveillance 
and evaluate the validity, execution, and consequence of each circumstance. Delegates will also 
examine the possible implications of mass surveillance in future societal concepts. 

Case Study: United States National Security Agency

The National Security Agency’s mass surveillance capabilities have expanded greatly since the 
September 11 attacks.  However, the Snowden Revelations exposed the degree and extent to 29

which  surveillance  projects  conducted  by  the  NSA directly  impact  the  lives  of  ordinary 
Americans. Cell phones, laptops, social media, and video call could all be monitored and used to 
outline  the  specific  profile  of  an  individual.  These  revelations  have  also  brought  forth  the 30

concept of meta-data related to information. With meta-data,  it  is not just the content of the 
information  being  examined,  but  instead  the  context  of  the  information  created.  Snowden 
commented  that  the  NSA’s  current  method  of  examining  metadata  grossly  oversteps  its 
boundaries and allows for the illegal profiling of ordinary citizens.31

The NSA defended the measures taken as necessary to prevent similar attacks to September 11 
from taking place.  However, as of late April, 2019, the agency has made recommendations to 32

 Lyon, David. "Surveillance, Snowden, and Big Data: Capacities, Consequences, Critique." Big Data & Society 1, no. 2 (2014): 26

205395171454186. doi:10.1177/2053951714541861.

 Russell, Jon. "China's CCTV Surveillance Network Took Just 7 Minutes to Capture BBC Reporter." TechCrunch. December 27

14, 2017. https://techcrunch.com/2017/12/13/china-cctv-bbc-reporter/. 

 Vaas, Lisa, Lisa Vaas, Gavin, and Lisa Vaas. "Report: Use of AI Surveillance Is Growing around the World." Naked Security. 28

September 20, 2019. https://nakedsecurity.sophos.com/2019/09/20/report-use-of-ai-surveillance-is-growing-around-the-world/. 

 "NSA Surveillance." American Civil Liberties Union. https://www.aclu.org/issues/national-security/privacy-and-surveillance/29

nsa-surveillance. 

 Toomey, Patrick. "The NSA Continues to Violate Americans' Internet Privacy Rights." American Civil Liberties Union. August 30

23, 2018. https://www.aclu.org/blog/national-security/privacy-and-surveillance/nsa-continues-violate-americans-internet-privacy. 

 Landau, Susan. "Making Sense from Snowden: What's Significant in the NSA Surveillance Revelations." IEEE Security & 31

Privacy 11, no. 4 (2013): 54-63. doi:10.1109/msp.2013.90.

 Shackford, Scott. "The NSA Defended the Domestic Surveillance That Snowden Exposed. Now the Agency Wants to End It." 32

Reason.com. April 25, 2019. https://reason.com/2019/04/25/the-nsa-defended-the-domestic-surveillance-that-snowden-exposed-
now-the-agency-want-to-end-it/.
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shelf the more controversial surveillance programs involving the monitoring of cellphone data 
and landline communication, citing the legal and logistical burdens.  33

Case Study: Chinese Social Credit System

China has invested significant resources into developing surveillance technologies, such as video 
surveillance with drones, facial recognition systems, online data mining, and, most notably, its 
social credit program.  This program assigns every individual a score similar to a financial credit 34

score.  Each individual’s  score  is  determined by their  behaviour;  bad behaviour  may include 
loitering or criticizing the government, while good behaviour may include paying taxes on time 
or volunteering.  Consequences of earning a bad score, or being placed on the blacklist, can 35

include  the  inability  to  receive  a  mortgage,  buy  train  or  flight  tickets,  or  purchase  luxury 
goods.  36

Social credit scores are determined using a complex algorithm underwritten by an invisible web 
of big data collected from all  facets of an individual's  online presence.  Backed by China’s 37

authoritarian capitalist political and economic system, the government is able to create a much 
more specific and accurate profile of each individual from the information it gathers through tech 
companies.  Furthermore, citizens’ knowledge that this information is being collected and then 38

processed to produce social credit scores, which then have a direct impact on their daily lives, 
will  likely encourage people to adhere to government’s determination of what is,  and is not, 
socially acceptable behaviour.

Case Study: Indian-Administered Kashmir 

Jammu and Kashmir, the highly disputed region between India and Pakistan, has been the site of 
conflict  since  the  partitioning of  British  India  in  1947.  The region,  primarily  inhabited  by 39

 Strobel, Warren and Volz, Dustin. "NSA Recommends Dropping Phone-Surveillance Program." The Wall Street Journal. April 33

24, 2019. https://www.wsj.com/articles/nsa-recommends-dropping-phone-surveillance-program-11556138247. 

 Zhou,  Jiaquan.  "Drones,  facial  recognition and a social  credit  system: 10 ways China watches its  citizens" South China 34

Morning Post. August 4, 2018. https://www.scmp.com/news/china/society/article/2157883/drones-facial-recognition-and-social-
credit-system-10-ways-china. 

 Ma, Alexandra. "China Has Started Ranking Citizens with a Creepy 'social Credit' System - Here's What You Can Do Wrong, 35

and  the  Embarrassing,  Demeaning  Ways  They  Can  Punish  You."  Business  Insider.  October  29,  2018.   https://
www.businessinsider.com/china-social-credit-system-punishments-and-rewards-explained-2018-4/. 

 "How China's 'social Credit' System Blocked Millions of People from Travelling | CBC Radio." CBCnews. March 07, 2019. 36

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-march-7-2019-1.5046443/how-china-s-social-credit-system-blocked-
millions-of-people-from-travelling-1.5046445. 

 "How  China  Is  Using  Big  Data  to  Create  a  Social  Credit  Score."  Time.  August  14,  2019.  https://time.com/collection/37

davos-2019/5502592/china-social-credit-score/. 

 "Western and Chinese Tech Companies Reportedly Involved in Development of Surveillance Technology." Business & Human 38

Rights Resource Centre. July 15, 2019. 

 Fauq, Muḥammaduddīn, and Ār Ke. Bhārtī. A Complete History of Kashmir. Gulshan Books Kashmir, 2017.39
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Muslim  Kashmiris,  has  historically  been  given  autonomy  under  Article  370  of  the  Indian 
constitution.  However,  this  was  controversially  revoked  in  2019  by  Indian  Prime  Minister 
Narendra Modi.  Unrest in Kashmir then prompted the Indian government to tighten its hold on 40

the region.  This  includes the deployment  of  soldiers  and the implementation of  surveillance 
drones  that  constantly  monitor  the  inhabitants  of  the  region.  The  enhanced  surveillance 41

technology has allowed police to more easily identify and apprehend alleged criminals, as well 
as protesters.  While such acts have drawn criticism from the international community, officials 42

continue to argue it is necessity as conflict intensifies in the region.43

Case Study: Smart Cities

Smart  cities  are  a  new form of  urban  development  meant  to  better  incorporate  information 
technology with urban design. They are meant to increase efficiency by sharing information from 
individuals in order to better allocate resources.  Such models present challenges to privacy, 44

however. Because the essence of smart technology is to increase efficiency, the more monitoring 
that  is  conducted,  the more precisely algorithms can predict  and anticipate people’s  needs.  45

However, particular concerns are being raised regarding the ownership of sensitive information, 
and how much control governmental agencies and businesses alike have over that information.  46

Privacy advocates argue that the prioritization of individual privacy must be upheld. This means 
adopting  legislation  that  clearly  and  specifically  outlines  the  collection  and  processing  of 
personal data.  Because a smart city incorporates both government level and company level data 47

processing and storage, close cohesion and systematic review is necessary to ensure the rights of 
the individual are being respected. However, that is only if individual privacy is prioritized — 
smart cities may turn out very differently if corporate profits or state control are instead the main 
priorities. 

 Gupta, Prem Sagar. Kashmir: Article 370: National Unity and Integrity. P.P.C. Joshi, 1990.40

 Bhat,  Adnan  and  Khan,  Ahmer”In  Kashmir,  the  Indian  Government  Is  Always  Watching."  South  China  Morning  Post. 41

September 08, 2019. https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/3026236/kashmir-indian-government-always-watching. 

 Chaudry,  Suddaf.  "Masked  Soldiers,  Barred  Mosques  and  Constant  Surveillance:  Inside  Kashmir  under  Lockdown." 42

OpenDemocracy.  September  12,  2019.  https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/masked-soldiers-barred-mosques-and-constant-
surveillance-inside-kashmir-under-lockdown/. 

 Trost, Lawrence C. Unmanned Air Vehicles (UAVs) for Cooperative Monitoring. Sandia National Laboratories, 2000.43

 Maddox,  Teena.  "Smart  Cities:  A Cheat  Sheet."  TechRepublic.  September 21,  2018.  https://www.techrepublic.com/article/44

smart-cities-the-smart-persons-guide/. 

 Galdon-Clavell, G. "(Not So) Smart Cities?: The Drivers, Impact and Risks of Surveillance-enabled Smart Environments." 45

Science and Public Policy 40, no. 6 (2013): 717-23. doi:10.1093/scipol/sct070.

 Zoonen, Liesbet Van. "Privacy Concerns in Smart Cities." Government Information Quarterly 33, no. 3 (2016): 472-80. doi:46

10.1016/j.giq.2016.06.004.

 The  Pursuit  of  Citizens'  Privacy:  A  Privacy-aware  Smart  City  Is  Possible  -  IEEE  Journals  &  Magazine.  https://47

ieeexplore.ieee.org/abstract/document/6525606. 
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Smart City Framework48

Bloc Analysis

Five Eyes Alliance + Extensions
Born out  of  the  Cold War and UKUSA, the  Five Eyes  Alliance is  a  multilateral  agreement 
between  the  UK,  Canada,  New  Zealand,  Australia,  and  the  USA  to  share  surveillance 
information that each state has collected.  Although other multilateral agreements have been 49

established in the past  and present,  the Five Eyes Alliance is  unique in that  it  is  backed by 
decades of trust between its members.  Wherein the Five Eyes Alliance may choose to share 

 Picture 2: "Our Smart City Program." Smart Cities Edmonton. https://smartcities.edmonton.ca/our-smart-city-program/. 48

 Krohn, Daniel. "5 Eyes, 9 Eyes, & 14 Eyes Countries – What You NEED to Know." VpnMentor. October 06, 2019. https://49

www.vpnmentor.com/blog/understanding-five-eyes-concept/. 
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information with external states on a case-by-case basis,  information exchange between each 
member is virtually fluid.50

Europian Union
The European Union General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is applicable to all European 
Union member states and details the rights for both citizens as well as corporations. These rights 
include the right to retrieve, right to stop process, and the right to be forgotten. All EU members 
are expected to closely abide by the terms of the legislature. Being one of the few transnational 
regulations adopted regarding information privacy, the EU GDPR is a promising example that a 
guideline towards mass surveillance can be achieved on the international scale.51

African Union
The African Union consists  of  55 African states.  Its  main purpose is  to establish peace and 
security, as well as foster development and integration within the African continent.  As more 52

and more states in the Union begin to adopt information technology, cybersecurity and privacy 
becomes a growing issue.  In response,  the African Union has established the African Union 
Convention on Cyber Security, which outlines specific rights of the individual and the framework 
for national cybersecurity.  53

Authoritarian States 
In the latest report published by Reporters Without Borders, a media watchdog, the states of 
Bahrain, China, Iran, Syria,  and Vietnam have been given the title of “State Enemies of the 
Internet”.  Aside from censorship and limiting the freedom of information, these nations have 54

also used their control on communication infrastructure to systematically spy on citizens. This 
includes  the  recording of  online and offline activities,  email  exchanges,  and encrypted data. 
National  security  is  a  common  reason  given  for  the  actions  of  each  country’s  respective 
surveillance agencies.

 Hanna, Jason. "What Is the Five Eyes Intelligence Pact?" CNN. May 26, 2017. https://www.cnn.com/2017/05/25/world/uk-us-50

five-eyes-intelligence-explainer/index.html.

 "Rights for Citizens." European Commission - European Commission. August 01, 2018. https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/law-51

topic/data-protection/reform/rights-citizens_en. 

 Murithi, Timothy. African Union: Pan-africanism, Peacebuilding and Development. Routledge, 2017.52

 Orji, Uchenna Jerome. "The African Union Convention on Cybersecurity: A Regional Response Towards Cyber Stability?" 53

Masaryk University Journal of Law and Technology 12, no. 2 (2018): 91. doi:10.5817/mujlt2018-2-1.

 Presse, Agence France. "Watchdog: Syria, China, Iran And Bahrain Spy On Their Citizens Online The Most." Business Insider. 54

March 12, 2013. https://www.businessinsider.com/government-that-spy-on-their-citizens-2013-3. 
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Privacy Protection Around the World55

Mission and Focus Questions 

Article 12 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights outlines “No one shall be subjected to 
arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence.”  The Legal Committee 56

will be discussing how the international community may implement this principle in a way that 
recognizes the technological advances made in the decades since the UDHR was first adopted. It 
is important to consider the interests of the different parties to the issue and the degree of their 
validity.  The  committee  should  remain  conscious  of  the  historical  and  current  hardships  of 
integrating  the  principle  of  personal  privacy  in  the  information  era.  The  committee  should 
determine the legality and ethics of mass surveillance usage in protecting state security.

 "Freedom on the Net 2018: The Rise of Digital Authoritarianism." The Rise of Digital Authoritarianism | Freedom House. 55

November 08, 2019. https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-net/freedom-net-2018/rise-digital-authoritarianism.

 "Universal Declaration of Human Rights." United Nations. https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/. 56
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1. How can governments balance individuals’ right to privacy with their need to ensure state 
security in our increasingly connected world?  

2. Should governments  regulate the collection and usage of  user  data by major  technology 
companies? If yes, then in what ways?  

3. In what ways are less developed countries uniquely vulnerable to pitfalls associated with 
information technology and mass surveillance?  

4. What  mechanisms  can  the  international  community  adopt  to  discourage  violations  of 
individual privacy and other human rights by actors that abuse surveillance technologies?  

5. Will solutions proposed by the Legal Committee remain effective in the future, given the 
anticipated development of new technologies that can be used for mass surveillance, such as 
artificial intelligence and biotechnologies?  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Topic #2: Potential War Crimes in Yemen  

“My wish is for the simple comforts and health for my husband, my children, and my family. And 
not to be worn out by this war any more.” 

— Nama Ali, Yemeni civilian 

Introduction57

Yemen’s  humanitarian  crisis  has  become  increasingly  strenuous  on  the  citizens,  living 
conditions, and the political climate of the nation since the Saudi-led coalition in March of 2015. 
The Saudi-led  coalition consists  of  joint  forces  of  the  United States,  United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain, Kuwait, and Qatar.57 Countries such as Egypt, Jordan, Turkey, and Sudan have their 
forces involved too, though to lesser extents.  58

An estimated upwards of 13,000 Yemeni civilians have been killed in the crisis so far, including 
nearly 2,000 women and 3,000 children.  The Saudi coalition has struck civilian infrastructure 59

such as medical facilities and blockaded critical imports of food, fuel,  and medical supplies. 
Conditions of famine and a lack of access to clean water has left the nation in a detrimental 60

state. These potential war crimes have caused an attack on all aspects of life in Yemen. The 
crimes in question have been allegedly committed by Yemen’s main political parties, the Houthis 
and the General Peoples’ Congress, and international actors under Saudi Arabia’s coalition.  

The committee will be debating whether or not war crimes have been committed in Yemen—and 
if so, by whom—in order to lay the groundwork for an international response to help end the 
crisis.

History

The country of Yemen was formed in 1990 with the support of the United States and Saudi 
Arabia.  The Houthis,  a  northern Yemen religious group based on Islamic Shi’ism, became 61

  Reuters. "These Are The Countries In Saudi Arabia's Coalition Against Yemen's Houthis." HuffPost. May 26, 2015.  https://57

www.huffpost.com/entry/saudi-coalition-yemen_n_6946092. 

 Reuters. "These Are The Countries In Saudi Arabia's Coalition Against Yemen's Houthis." HuffPost. May 26, 2015.   https://58

www.huffpost.com/entry/saudi-coalition-yemen_n_6946092. 

 Bachman, J. S. (2019). A ‘Synchronised Attack’ on Life: The Saudi-led Coalition’s ‘hidden and holistic’ Genocide in Yemen 59

and the Shared Responsibility of the US and UK. Third World Quarterly, 40(2), p. 299. doi:10.1080/01436597.2018.1539910

 Laub,  Zachary.  "Yemen  in  Crisis."  Council  of  Foreign  Relations,  2015,  1-2.  https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/190632/60

Backgrounder_ Yemen's Ci...pdf.

 Degenhardt, Teresa. 2015. "Crime, Justice and the Legitimacy of Military Power in the International Sphere." Punishment & 61

Society  17  (2):  140-142.  doi:10.1177/1462474515577154.  http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/14624745/
v17i0002/139_cjatlompitis. 
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politically active in 2003 when they opposed Ali Abdullah Saleh’s decision to support the United 
States’ war in Iraq.  They began gaining more support as the Yemeni government’s standing 62

weakened, given the adversity.  The Houthi  party had six major violent  uprisings against  the 
government  from  2004  to  2010.  During  these  uprisings,  the  United  States  gave  Yemen 63

approximately $1.2 billion US dollars ($1.6 billion CAD) to use towards the military for anti-
terrorism measures specifically targeted at the Houthi party.  As the political uprisings began, 64

the international community quickly became involved, and soon, Saleh was legally removed due 
to his secret support of the Houthi party and violent acts against Yemeni civilians.  After his 65

deposition, Vice-President Abed Rabbo Mansour Al-Hadi of the General Peoples’ Congress  now 
assumed office, though Saleh still believed himself to be the rightful President of Yemen.  66

The current Yemen crisis started with the government overthrow led by the Houthis. The Houthi 
party, supported by Iran, captured Yemen’s capital in March of 2015.  Saudi Arabia and their 67

coalition  then  launched  a  military  airstrike  to  reinstate  the  globally-recognized  Yemeni 
government. The advancements of the Houthi government, Saudi’s coalition, and various other 
groups has since put the nation in a humanitarian crisis. 

The causes of the crisis are rooted in a multitude of issues in the country. Various rights groups 
situated in Yemen claim that former President Saleh was an autocratic and corrupt leader who did 
not settle the uprisings of civilians or political rivals properly.  Saleh believed that the nation 68

should operate under his strict Islamic regime and so the crisis persisted when rallies were held 
by opposing Islamic groups. 

Countries such as Saudi Arabia pushed their  ideologies into the vulnerable country to try to 
secure their borders and add Yemen to their bloc of Sunni religious majority nations.  Civilians 69

in Yemen were brutally murdered during airstrikes, and those who survived were detained in 

 Laub,  Zachary.  "Yemen  in  Crisis."  Council  of  Foreign  Relations,  2015,  p.  4.  https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/190632/62

Backgrounder_ Yemen's Ci...pdf.

 Buys, E., & Garwood-Gowers, A. (2019). The (ir)relevance of human suffering: Humanitarian intervention and saudi Arabia’s 63

operation decisive storm in yemen. Journal of Conflict and Security Law, 24(1), 20-21. doi:10.1093/jcsl/kry019 

 Degenhardt, Teresa. 2015. "Crime, Justice and the Legitimacy of Military Power in the International Sphere." Punishment & 64

Society 17 (2): 140-142. doi:10.1177/1462474515577154. 

 Laub,  Zachary.  "Yemen  in  Crisis."  Council  of  Foreign  Relations,  2015,  2-3.  https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/190632/65

Backgrounder_ Yemen's Ci...pdf. 

 Laub,  Zachary.  "Yemen  in  Crisis."  Council  of  Foreign  Relations,  2015,  2-3.  https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/190632/66

Backgrounder_ Yemen's Ci...pdf. 

 Laub,  Zachary.  "Yemen  in  Crisis."  Council  of  Foreign  Relations,  2015,  2-3.  https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/190632/67

Backgrounder_ Yemen's Ci...pdf.

 Laub,  Zachary.  "Yemen  in  Crisis."  Council  of  Foreign  Relations,  2015,  p.  4.  https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/190632/68

Backgrounder_ Yemen's Ci...pdf.

 Laub,  Zachary.  "Yemen  in  Crisis."  Council  of  Foreign  Relations,  2015,  2-3.  https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/190632/69

Backgrounder_ Yemen's Ci...pdf. 
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harsh conditions and tortured.  Civilians were raped while young children as young as eight 70

were used as soldiers.  The United Nations Human Rights Council believes that these actions 71

may amount to war crimes.  Meanwhile, Saudi and Emirati strikes are causing an abundance of 72

civilian casualties due to their strategic targeting of residential areas, medical facilities, shelters, 
and market areas.  73

Previously,  the  international  community  has  taken various  steps  to  try  and secure  peace for 
Yemen. In 2014, the United Nations attempted to create a peace deal to address the demands of 
the  Houthi  party.  However,  the  peace  deal  was  disrupted  in  2015  when  there  was  a 74

constitutional dispute between the parties, leading to violent attacks from both sides and a breach 
of  the peace deal.  Following this  dispute,  the Houthi  party formulated their  own laws,  took 
control of the capital, and placed members of the General Peoples’ Congress party under arrest.  75

Officials resigned rather than submit to the Houthi rule, leaving important government positions 
vacant.  The  Houthi  party  produced    an  internationally  unrecognized  constitution  that  had 
immense backlash from the United States, Saudi Arabia, the European Union, and nearby Gulf 
countries, who decided to close Yemeni embassies abroad.  Saudi Arabia wanted to push the 76

Houthi party out of the capital, thus resulting in an air strike on March 26, 2015.77

The attacks on the people of Yemen have taken place in many forms over the past five years of 
crisis. These attacks have killed and brutally harmed countless civilians. Below delegates will 
explore different types of attacks — all of which are potentially war crimes — that have taken 
place since the military coalition airstrike initiated by Saudi Arabia and the United States. 

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/70

2018/country-chapters/yemen.

 Cumming-bruce, Nick. "War Crimes Report on Yemen Accuses Saudi Arabia and U.A.E." The New York Times. August 28, 71

2018. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/28/world/middleeast/un-yemen-war-crimes.html.

 Cumming-bruce, Nick. "War Crimes Report on Yemen Accuses Saudi Arabia and U.A.E." The New York Times. August 28, 72

2018. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/28/world/middleeast/un-yemen-war-crimes.html.

 Sharp, Jeremy M. "Yemen: Civil War and Regional Intervention." Congressional Research Service. March 21, 2019. https://73

fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/R43960.pdf.

 Laub,  Zachary.  "Yemen  in  Crisis."  Council  of  Foreign  Relations,  2015,  3-4.  https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/190632/74

Backgrounder_ Yemen's Ci...pdf.

 Degenhardt, Teresa. 2015. "Crime, Justice and the Legitimacy of Military Power in the International Sphere." Punishment & 75

Society 17 (2): 140-142. doi:10.1177/1462474515577154. 

 Degenhardt, Teresa. 2015. "Crime, Justice and the Legitimacy of Military Power in the International Sphere." Punishment & 76

Society 17 (2): 142-143. doi:10.1177/1462474515577154. 

 Laub,  Zachary.  "Yemen  in  Crisis."  Council  of  Foreign  Relations,  2015,  p.  4.  https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/190632/77

Backgrounder_ Yemen's Ci...pdf. 
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Case Study: Airstrikes in Yemen

Airstrikes beginning in March 2015 have caused immense damage and killed thousands. Human 
Rights Watch has reported approximately 85 unlawful airstrikes targeted at homes, hospitals, 
markets, and schools.  One deliberate attack in March of 2018 saw a helicopter attacking a boat 78

carrying refugees, killing dozens on board.  Working towards addressing the issue, Saudi Arabia 79

and its coalition in 2017 pledged to decrease harm on civilians from airstrikes; however, there 
were six airstrikes in the following three months, killing 55 people in total.  These airstrikes are 80

one of the leading causes of deaths among the people of Yemen. 

Case Study: Artillery Attacks and Landmines

The Houthi party, who have joined their forces with former Yemeni President Saleh, have been 
firing  heavy artillery  into  various  parts  of  the  country.  Human Rights  Watch  states  that  the 
Houthi-Saleh forces have attacked populated neighbourhoods specifically to murder  civilians 
who support the other party.  In the village of Taizz, where civilians mainly support the General 81

Peoples’ Congress, the Houthi forces killed 12 people, including four children, and wounded 
upwards of 30, including many children.82

Furthermore, landmines have been set up by the Houthi-Saleh regime in upwards of six regions, 
and are  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  hundreds  of  civilians.  There  have been ten recorded 83

incidents in the cities and villages of San Marib, Aden, and Taizz.  These active mines still 84

remain  because  Yemen’s  internationally  recognized  government  lacks  the  personnel  and 
resources to safely disarm these sites.

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/78

2018/country-chapters/yemen.

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/79

2018/country-chapters/yemen.

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/80

2018/country-chapters/yemen.

 Bachman, J. S. (2019). A ‘Synchronised Attack’ on Life: The Saudi-led Coalition’s ‘hidden and holistic’ Genocide in Yemen 81

and the Shared Responsibility of the US and UK. Third World Quarterly, 40(2), 298-316. doi:10.1080/01436597.2018.1539910

 “World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/82

2018/country-chapters/yemen.

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/83

2018/country-chapters/yemen.

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/84

2018/country-chapters/yemen.
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Case Study: Blocking of Humanitarian Access 

Yemen has turned into one of the world’s current leading humanitarian crises: 8 million people 
out of the 28 million total population are facing famine and one million are suspected to be 
infected with cholera.  The coalition has delayed, and in some cases stopped, imports of fuel 85

and goods into ports controlled by the Houthi government.  In November 2016, the coalition 
blocked all  points  into the state,  which prevented relief  agencies from assisting civilians.  In 
August 2016, commercial flights to the capital city Sanaa were stopped, which put a halt  to 
civilians going abroad for urgent medical care.  86

To make the humanitarian crisis worse, the Houthi party has taken many resources, such as food 
and  medical  supplies,  from  civilians,  thus  harming  the  Yemeni  population  even  more.  87

International workers of humanitarian agencies stationed in Yemen to aid civilians have also 
been killed, detained, and tortured by the Houthis, thus discouraging further civilian assistance.

Case Study: Torture and Arbitrary Detention

Potential war crimes may have been committed in secret as well, particularly by the Houthi-
Saleh group, the government of Yemen, the United Arab Emirates and their forces, as well as 
Saudi  Arabia  and  their  forces.  Civilians  have  been  arbitrarily  detained  and  abused  in  dire 88

conditions. These captured civilians are often children and young people who have gone missing 
without a trace.  Houthi forces in particular have disregarded and dismissed NGOs that worked 89

to prevent the disappearances, torture, and detainment of activists, opponents, and journalists.  90

In August 2014, Houthi authorities in Sanaa detained dozens of civilians, with cases of death and 
torture occurring.  In the southern part of Yemen, the Houthi government has detained more 91

 Cumming-bruce, Nick. "War Crimes Report on Yemen Accuses Saudi Arabia and U.A.E." The New York Times. August 28, 85

2018. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/28/world/middleeast/un-yemen-war-crimes.html.

 Bachman, J. S. (2019). A ‘Synchronised Attack’ on Life: The Saudi-led Coalition’s ‘hidden and holistic’ Genocide in Yemen 86

and the Shared Responsibility of the US and UK. Third World Quarterly, 40(2), 298-316. doi:10.1080/01436597.2018.1539910

 Bachman, J. S. (2019). A ‘Synchronised Attack’ on Life: The Saudi-led Coalition’s ‘hidden and holistic’ Genocide in Yemen 87

and the Shared Responsibility of the US and UK. Third World Quarterly, 40(2), 298-316. doi:10.1080/01436597.2018.1539910

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/88

2018/country-chapters/yemen.

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/89

2018/country-chapters/yemen.

 Sharp, Jeremy M. "Yemen: Civil War and Regional Intervention." Congressional Research Service. March 21, 2019. https://90

fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/R43960.pdf.

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/91

2018/country-chapters/yemen.
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than 50 children and many of the detainees have disappeared.  The United Arab Emirates runs 92

two known illegal facilities to detain civilians.  93

Current Situation

The people of Yemen are facing conditions of famine and left in harm's way due to constant 
warfare.  Yemen has been dismantled in all  areas of  political  and social  life.  Their  historical 
heritage has become lost under the rubble of war, while the people are left with a lifeless nation 
to call home.  94

In addition to the increasing number of deaths, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
has stated that they believe a cholera outbreak is on the rise, which will kill upwards of one 
million children.  Aerial airstrikes beginning in 2015 have destroyed important facilities such as 95

medical centres that were unable to be rebuilt due to the instability. This hinders attempts to 
address the cholera outbreak and the injuries sustained by civilians.

In September of 2018, the United Nations estimated that 11 million people in Yemen were at 
high risk for  famine and nearly 50,000 children a  year  in  Yemen were dying from extreme 
hunger.  It is estimated that over 12 million people also lack adequate access to clean water and 96

food.  Necessities, such as water, food, and fuel, have been unable to be imported. Anything 97

available is expensive and largely inaccessible. The United Nations has called the situation in 
Yemen a humanitarian crisis because over 120,000 people living in Yemen have been displaced 
from  their  homes.  The  humanitarian  situation  worsens  as  the  government  becomes  more 98

unstable and people are left to fend for themselves in the middle of a war-torn country. Currently, 
Yemen has an unstable government in which the political party holding majority, the General 
Peoples’ Congress, have had their officials forced out of office by the Houthi party. The Houthis 
are  advancing  by  constantly  attacking  their  opposition  to  gain  more  political  control,  while 
countries in the   international community such as the Saudi coalition, are working to eliminate 
the threats on government the Houthis are imposing.

 Bachman, J. S. (2019). A ‘Synchronised Attack’ on Life: The Saudi-led Coalition’s ‘hidden and holistic’ Genocide in Yemen 92

and the Shared Responsibility of the US and UK. Third World Quarterly, 40(2), 298-316. doi:10.1080/01436597.2018.1539910

 Bachman, J. S. (2019). A ‘Synchronised Attack’ on Life: The Saudi-led Coalition’s ‘hidden and holistic’ Genocide in Yemen 93

and the Shared Responsibility of the US and UK. Third World Quarterly, 40(2), p. 299. doi:10.1080/01436597.2018.1539910

 Bachman, J. S. (2019). A ‘Synchronised Attack’ on Life: The Saudi-led Coalition’s ‘hidden and holistic’ Genocide in Yemen 94

and the Shared Responsibility of the US and UK. Third World Quarterly, 40(2), p. 301. doi:10.1080/01436597.2018.1539910

 Bachman, J. S. (2019). A ‘Synchronised Attack’ on Life: The Saudi-led Coalition’s ‘hidden and holistic’ Genocide in Yemen 95

and the Shared Responsibility of the US and UK. Third World Quarterly, 40(2), p. 299.. doi:10.1080/01436597.2018.1539910

 "Half the Population of Yemen at Risk of Famine: UN Emergency Relief Chief | UN News." United Nations. October 23, 2018. 96

https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/10/1023962.

 Cumming-bruce, Nick. "War Crimes Report on Yemen Accuses Saudi Arabia and U.A.E." The New York Times. August 28, 97

2018. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/28/world/middleeast/un-yemen-war-crimes.html.

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/98
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Key  Fronts  in  Yemen  as  of  2019,  shown  in  the  map  is  areas  of  Houthi  control,  Coalition 
presence, and contested areas.99

Bloc Analysis

Sunni Islam Majority Countries
The Sunni Islam dominated Middle Eastern nations, typically considered to be informally led by 
Saudi Arabia, want to encourage nearby states such as Yemen to maintain their Sunni faith as a 
political majority instead of the alternative Shia Islam. Some of these countries include Saudi 
Arabia,  Bahrain,  Egypt,  Jordan,  Kuwait,  Morocco,  Qatar,  Sudan,  and  the  United  Arab 
Emirates.  100

 "Mapping  the  Yemen  Conflict."  Mapping  the  Yemen  Conflict  |  European  Council  on  Foreign  Relations.  2019.  https://99

www.ecfr.eu/mena/yemen.

 Cumming-bruce, Nick. "War Crimes Report on Yemen Accuses Saudi Arabia and U.A.E." The New York Times. August 28, 100

2018. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/28/world/middleeast/un-yemen-war-crimes.html.
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Shia Islam Majority Countries 
Shia Islam is  considered to be a minority amongst  Middle Eastern states but  still  has many 
prominent  supporters.  One of  the  main root  causes  of  conflict  is  the  differing religious  and 
political ideals rooted in the early history of Yemen. Iran strongly supports Shia Islam and so 
does the Houthi party of Yemen.  Iran has heavily backed the Houthis, who allegedly are allied 
with other countries such as Iraq and North Korea.101

A visual map of religious division in Yemen.102

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/101

2018/country-chapters/yemen.

 "Mapping  the  Yemen  Conflict."  Mapping  the  Yemen  Conflict  |  European  Council  on  Foreign  Relations.  2019.  https://102

www.ecfr.eu/mena/yemen.
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Saudi Arabia and the United States-led Military Coalition 
The international military coalition can be considered another key bloc. The primary players of 
the bloc are mainly Saudi Arabia and the United States,  who have been heavily involved in 
launching airstrikes. The United Kingdom has provided much support, weaponry, and soldiers in 
this coalition. 

Countries Providing Humanitarian Aid and Relief 
International countries who wish to provide humanitarian aid to civilians can also be considered 
an important bloc because they are paying attention to the survival of Yemeni civilians. The 
European Union has called for the removal of all obstacles that are preventing humanitarian aid 
from reaching the citizens of Yemen.  The European Union also recommended that  its member 103

states stop the sale of all weapons and arms to Saudi Arabia to use in Yemen.  Meanwhile, the 104

Netherlands, Canada, Belgium, Ireland, and Luxembourg supported the United Nations Human 
Rights Committee in creating and launching a humanitarian investigation in Yemen to gather 
more information about the situation.105

Mission and Focus Questions 

The United Nations defines a war crime as prohibited acts which include: willful killing, torture 
or inhumane treatment,  wilfully causing great  suffering,  the destruction and appropriation of 
suffering,  compelling  a  person  to  serve  in  forces  of  hostile  power,  the  taking  of  hostages, 
unlawful confinement, and willfully depriving a prisoner of war or other persons of their rights 
and a fair trial.106

The Legal Committee will be debating and investigating if the various acts committed during the 
crisis  in  Yemen  should  be  labelled  as  war  crimes.  Furthermore,  it  is  important  to  consider 
whether  these  acts  were  intentionally  committed  and  by  which  actors  specifically.  If  the 
Committee believes that war crimes have been committed they must formulate an appropriate 
and effective response to the issue. 

1. Have war  crimes  taken place  in  Yemen and which groups  are  responsible?  If  particular 
groups are responsible what did they benefit from committing such acts?  

2. Is international intervention the best solution to address both the humanitarian and political 
crisis? Or are there other methods that would be more useful to combat the current situation?  

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/103

2018/country-chapters/yemen.

 Sharp, Jeremy M. "Yemen: Civil War and Regional Intervention." Congressional Research Service. March 21, 2019. https://104

fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/R43960.pdf.

 "World Report 2018: Rights Trends in Yemen." Human Rights Watch. January 18, 2018. https://www.hrw.org/world-report/105

2018/country-chapters/yemen.

 "United Nations Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect." United Nations. 2019. https://www.un.org/106

en/genocideprevention/war-crimes.shtml. 
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3. What factors have caused the violence inflicted on Yemeni citizens to be amplified? Could 
this violence have been avoided?  

4. Are the potential war crimes and the humanitarian crisis a cause of Yemen’s government and 
political groups, or was the situation further enhanced by other nations?  

5. What are the legal grounds that nations have to interfere on the matter? As well as, what are 
the legalities regarding states maintaining the sovereignty of Yemen?  

McMaster Model United Nations 2020
The Legal Committee Page �26


