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Committee Overview 
Mandate and Function of the Committee:
 
The General Assembly (GA) “occupies a central position as the chief deliberative, policymaking 
and representative organ of the United Nations.”  This unique forum meets frequently to discuss 1

international issues that are covered by the Charter of the United Nations, and places particular 
focus on addressing questions related to peace and security.  The GA is  inclusive of  all  193 
Member States and each country is given equal representation in discussions.  2

The  GA consists  of  six  main  committees,  each  with  their  own unique  mandate.  The  third 3

committee - the Social, Cultural and Humanitarian Committee (SOCHUM) - discusses human 
rights  issues,  including:  “the advancement  of  women,  the  protection of  children,  Indigenous 
issues, the treatment of refugees, the promotion of fundamental freedoms through the elimination 
of racism and racial discrimination, and the right to self-determination.”  Member states also 4

meet to address social development questions involving, “youth, family, ageing, persons with 
disabilities, crime prevention, criminal justice, and international drug control.”5

All Member States of the GA are also member states of SOCHUM. This committee must abide 
by the rules of the GA, which are expressed in the Charter of the United Nations.  Delegates 6

must remember that resolutions passed by this committee are purely a set of recommendations, 
and that all member states that ratify these agreements are free to make changes to their country’s 
policy on their own terms. 

Simulation Style and Composition of the Committee

Two chairs  will  be  present  to  moderate  debate  and ensure  that  a  diplomatic  environment  is 
maintained. The chairs will have the authority to open and close committee sessions, will assist 
delegates  with  setting  the  agenda,  and  will  manage  the  list  of  speakers.  The  dias  will  also 
recognize any points or motions made by delegates on the floor. Delegates must remember that 
the chairs have the final rule on any disputed points or motions, and that all draft resolutions 
must be approved by the dias before they are presented before the committee.

 General Assembly of the United Nations. “Functions and Powers of the General Assembly.” Accessed November 2, 2019. 1

https://www.un.org/en/ga/about/background.shtml.

 Ibid.2

 Kurtas, Susan. “UN Documentation: General Assembly.” The United Nations. Accessed September 2, 2019. //research.un.org/3

en/docs/ga/committees.

 General Assembly of the United Nations. “Social, Humanitarian & Cultural Issues (Third Committee) .” Accessed November 2, 4

2019. https://www.un.org/en/ga/third/.

 Ibid.5

 Ibid.6
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Pages will be present in the committee room to allow delegates to communicate with one another 
through the passing of notes. If used strategically, note passing can be used by delegates to work 
with others in the room to brainstorm ideas for potential draft resolutions. Delegates should be 
aware that all notes will be screened by the pages before they are delivered to the respective 
delegate. 
 
This GA will consist of 57 delegates, each representing a different member state of SOCHUM. 
Delegates will submit a position paper detailing their country-specific research on both topics 
prior  to  the  conference.  Individual  research  is  important  to  ensure  that  delegates  arrive  to 
committee sessions prepared with sufficient knowledge that will allow them to actively engage in 
discussions. 

Overall, delegates should remember to only raise points to the committee that agree with their 
country’s foreign policy. This will ensure that the committee is best able to emulate potential 
real-world discussions.

Forming Resolutions

Resolutions represent the consolidated opinions of the United Nations body and act as proposed 
comprehensive solutions to the issues at hand. They are a final result of the discussions and 
negotiations regarding the topics, and detail recommended courses of action. These papers are 
composed of preambulatory clauses (reasons for addressing this issue) and operative clauses 
(solutions to the issue). A resolution is first considered a draft resolution prior to being voted on 
by the committee.

During the course of debate, delegates may work individually or collaborate with others to write 
a draft resolution. At the end of the debate, many draft resolutions can be submitted to the Chairs, 
and the Chairs will proceed to read all the draft resolutions until the delegates vote and pick the 
final resolution(s). The delegates writing the resolution are deemed the “sponsors” and states that 
support seeing the resolution presented are signed on as “signatories.” Signatories are simply 
members who want to bring the resolution to debate; they do not have to necessarily support the 
resolution.

The SOCHUM Committee requires 3-5 sponsors and at least 11 signatories on a working paper. 
Once this has been attained, it can be presented to the Dias; once the Dias approves the paper, it 
becomes a draft resolution, and can then be presented to the committee.

For  detailed  instructions  on  how to  write  resolutions,  including a  list  of  preambulatory  and 
operative phrases, and a sample resolution, please refer to https://www.macmun.org/resources of 
our website. 
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Instructions for Writing Position Papers

The position paper is a detailed essay of your country’s policies and position on the topics that 
are going to be discussed in the committee. This will help you to organize your thoughts and 
successfully engage with the committee. You are required to submit a paper to be eligible for any 
conference award, and the writer of the best position paper in each committee will be given the 
Book Award. 

A strong MACMUN position paper should include the following:
1. Discussion of the topic in general.
2. How your country is affected by the issues.
3. Your country’s policies with respect to the issues.
4. Quotations from your country’s leaders about the topics.
5. Actions that your country has taken with regard to the issues.
6. What your country believes should be done to address the issues.
7. What your country would like to accomplish in the committee’s resolution.
8. A description of your relationship with other countries as it relates to the issues at hand.  

Include your name, assigned country, and committee.  Please do not include illustrations, 
diagrams, decorations, national symbols, watermarks, or page borders.

Length: 1 page per topic.
Format: Times New Roman, size 12, single-spaced.
Citation style: Your choice (please include a reference page; not counted in page limit). 
Due date: Friday, January 3, 2020, at 11:59 pm.

Please email completed position papers (as well as any questions) to sochum@macmun.org.

For detailed instructions on how to write a position paper, including a template and sample paper, 
please refer to https://www.macmun.org/resources of our website.

Where to Start Your Research

This website gives a general overview of the SOCHUM Committee:
https://www.un.org/en/ga/third/index.shtml

This website compiles all recent news reports and meeting on SOCHUM proceedings:
https://www.un.org/press/en/content/third-committee

This directs you to the archives of SOCHUM documents of each committee session from
1998-2017. Draft resolutions relevant to the topics of journalism and child labor can be found 
under each session by clicking Documents:
https://www.un.org/en/ga/third/archives.shtml
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For country-specific research, the United Nations has fact sheets for states under its jurisdiction 
that may help you as a starting point:
https://www.un.org/en/member-states/index.html
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Topic #1: Journalism in the  
Age of Social Media  

“We believe that to remain the world’s best news organization, we have to maintain a vibrant 
presence on social media … But we also need to make sure that we are engaging responsibly on 

social media, in line with the values of our newsroom.” 
 — Dean Baquet, Executive Editor, The New York Times 

Introduction7

Journalism, in its most basic form, can be defined as the collection and sharing of news through 
the  various  forms  of  the  media.  Its  purpose  is  to  provide  people  with  information  that  is 
trustworthy and reliable. However, many people are starting to lose faith in such outlets, thus 
lacking facts that may influence their daily decisions and beliefs. For example, most adults in the 
United States of America have lost trust in media, though notably, 69% of those adults believe 
that this trust can be restored by addressing issues concerning accuracy, bias, and transparency of 
information.7 Similarly, 40% of Canadians struggle to distinguish false news stories from those 
that are factually correct.  8

This is a phenomenon that is especially pertinent given the rise of social media, which has given 
people unprecedented access to information that does not go through traditional gatekeepers, 
such as newspaper editors. However, while social media has played pivotal roles in distributing 
information  during  social  and  political  movements  such  as  the  Arab  Spring  and  #MeToo 
movement, many ordinary people have been left unsure as to how to process the information 
they are receiving, thus significantly diminishing trust in the information that they receive. The 
message is  clear:  there is  an urgent need for information to be accurate,  especially with the 
evolving usage of social media to showcase it. 

History

The  beginning  of  journalism  dates  back  to  the  early  17th  century,  when  privately-owned 
newspapers first began to sprout in China during the Ming Dynasty, while the first pieces of what 
is considered modern journalism were greatly distributed by the British in the 1700s.  As the 9

  Foundation, Knight. “Indicators of News Media Trust,” September 11, 2018. https://kf-site-production.s3.amazonaws.com/7

media_elements/files/000/000/216/original/KnightFoundation_Panel4_Trust_Indicators_FINAL.pdf.

 “Canadians Struggle to Distinguish between Real and Misinformation, Says Survey | The Star.” thestar.com. Accessed August 8

29, 2019. https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2019/05/02/canadians-struggle-to-distinguish-between-real-and-fake-news-says-
survey.html.

 “Daniel  Defoe and the Invention of  News.” Yale University  Press  Blog  (blog),  June 28,  2015.  http://blog.yalebooks.com/9

2015/06/28/daniel-defoe-and-the-invention-of-news/.
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spark of the American and French Revolutions during the 18th and 19th centuries heightened 
tension among regular people,  writers sought to channel their  opinions through radical press 
publications. For example, in France, Jean Paul Marat became one of the most prominent editors 
with his newspaper L’Ami du people.  His writing focused on advocacy for citizens considered 10

by the government to be part of the lower class. In the U.S., by the 1800s, 234 newspapers were 
being published, the majority of which were written by Federalist and Republican parties.11

The 1900s saw a peak in Parisian newspapers, with circulation inching up to 6 million a day in 
1910.  The First World War also urged Britain’s spike in publishing press, with the most notable 12

being  the  Daily  Mail,  which  continues  to  be  the  United  Kingdom’s  third  biggest  selling 
newspaper  today.  Along  with  press,  radio  broadcasting  and  television  became  widespread 
platforms for sharing information as well.

However,  advancements  in  technology  in  the  21st  century  has  spurred  a  major  shift  in 
journalism, especially with the rise of social media platforms such as Facebook, YouTube, VK, 
and WeChat. Now, with the ease of accessing news via social media on smartphones or laptops, 
many consumers feel less of a need to purchase traditional newspapers. According to the Pew 
Research Center  in  the  United  States,  the  circulation of  newspapers  (both  print  and digital) 
declined 8% in 2016, marking the 28th consecutive year of declines.  While this has led many 13

traditional media companies to struggle, the switch from traditional platforms to social media has 
also resulted in journalists becoming more directly engaged with their audience.  14

While the increase in engagement may be deemed as a positive, it is crucial to ensure that the 
information people  are  receiving is  factual  and unbiased.  In  2007,  UNESCO launched their 
“Global  Initiative  in  Journalism  Education”  as  part  of  their  International  Programme  for 
Development  Communication  (IPDC).  This  information  seeks  to  “engage  with  teaching, 
practising  and  researching  of  journalism  from  a  global  perspective,  including  sharing 
international good practices.”  They recently developed a handbook for the global community in 15

2017  which  focuses  on  alleviating  issues  of  disinformation  and  “fake  news,”  which  are 
widespread in journalism today. UNESCO notes that “‘fake news’ is an oxymoron which lends 
itself  to undermining the credibility of information which does indeed meet the threshold of 
verifiability and public interest – i.e. real news,” while they define “disinformation” as dishonest 

 Silva-Grondin, Mallary A. “Reflecting on the Life of a Revolutionary: Jean-Paul Marat.” Inquiries Journal 2, no. 01 (2010). 10

http://www.inquiriesjournal.com/articles/146/reflecting-on-the-life-of-a-revolutionary-jean-paul-marat.

 “Open School of Journalism - History of Journalism.” Accessed August 29, 2019. https://www.openschoolofjournalism.com/11

resources/about-journalism/history-of-journalism.

 Ibid.12

 “Circulation,  Revenue Fall  for US Newspapers Overall  despite Gains for Some.” Pew Research Center  (blog).  Accessed 13

August 29, 2019. https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/06/01/circulation-and-revenue-fall-for-newspaper-industry/.

 Ibid.14

 Ireton, Cherilyn , and Julie Posetti. “Journalism, Fake News, and Disinformation .” UNESCO Series on Journalism Training . 15

UNESCO, 2018. https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/journalism_fake_news_disinformation_print_friendly_0.pdf.
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information with the purpose of confusing or manipulating people.  They identify and define 16

seven specific categories of ‘information disorder’ in journalism today, as seen below: 

Seven Categories of ‘Information Disorder’

As people across  the political  spectrum lose confidence in the media’s  ability  to  impartially 
deliver the truth and turn away from traditional journalism, news is increasingly being consumed 
through echo chambers and memes (memes are an element of a culture or system of behavior 
that is rapidly shared from one individual to another, usually in the form of a humorous image, 
video, or text) instead. These categories have been identified in an attempt to understand the 
conflicts  that  underlie  the  journalism industry,  further  demanding  a  conversation  on  how it 
should be addressed by the global community.  

Current Situation

At present, many global ethics organizations and worldwide press influencers share the same 
thoughts as UNESCO in this dilemma of information disorder and have taken action to address it 
in their  journalist  guidelines.  In the UK, all  newspapers are bound by the Code of Conduct 
created by the International Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). It highlights best practices for 
journalists  revolving  around  factors  such  as  privacy,  transparency,  and  accuracy.  Other 17

organizations such as the Canadian Journalists Association (CJA) and the Society of Professional 

 Ibid.16

 “Editors’ Code of Practice.” Accessed August 29, 2019. https://www.ipso.co.uk/editors-code-of-practice/.17
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Journalists (SPA) in the United States have set out similar codes of conduct to establish a high 
standard of excellence among their nations. 

However, while media outlets try to maintain good quality in response to accusations of bias, 
they now face a new challenge: social media. In just the span of a few years, platforms such as 
Facebook, YouTube, and WeChat have exploded in popularity. However, this has very serious 
consequences for news consumption, especially if people begin relying on their social media 
feeds  rather  than  traditional  newspapers.  For  example,  whereas  journalist  associations  may 
maintain strict guidelines to ensure high quality journalism, social media outlets usually just rely 
on  algorithms,  which  do  not  always  manage  to  filter  out  fake  news  and  incorrect  content. 
Furthermore, anybody can post to social media—content is no longer fact-checked or regulated 
by news editors.

Case Study: The New York Times

With the presence of social media specifically in mind, many individual media establishments 
have recently put thought into their own standards in place. In October 2017, the New York 
Times set out to create expanded guidelines for their journalists.  The Times recognized the 18

potential risks that the usage of social media poses, specifically with how their credibility could 
be compromised due to biased journalists and editorializing on these platforms. 

Accordingly, the expanded guidelines include key points for journalists such as: a) refraining 
from expressing partisan opinions or endorsing candidates; b) aiming to reflect a diverse and 
objective  collection  of  viewpoints  by  referencing  other  sources;  c)  exercising  caution  when 
sharing stories that have not yet been fully confirmed by the Times to encourage transparency; 
and  d)  avoiding  to  join  private  or  public  Facebook  groups  or  events  that  have  a  partisan 
orientation.  Reporters’ accounts are not considered to be separate from their role at the Times, 19

but  rather an extension of them. Because such accounts are likely to be associated with the 
organization,  these  guidelines  must  be  considered  when  journalists  use  them  to  share 
information. 

Case Study: Censorship on WeChat and TikTok

The response to social media has been very different in authoritarian states, especially China. 
Rather than develop new journalism standards to ensure that people can still receive high quality 
news despite the advent of social media, the Chinese government has been eager to utilize social 
media to spread state-dictated news. In China, many foreign social media platforms, such as 
Facebook,  Twitter,  and  YouTube,  are  banned;  in  its  place,  the  government  has  encouraged 
Chinese citizens to  sign up for  Chinese-owned services  instead,  such as  WeChat.  Here,  any 
information deemed politically sensitive to the government—such as commemorations of the 

 Times, The New York. “The Times Issues Social Media Guidelines for the Newsroom.” The New York Times, October 13, 18

2017, sec. Reader Center. https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/13/reader-center/social-media-guidelines.html.

 Ibid.19
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1989 Tiananmen Square Massacre,  China’s mass internment of Uyghur Muslims—are nearly 
instantly scrubbed by online censors, a feat not possible with traditional print media.  20

However, China’s use of social media to stifle information is not limited to its own borders. 
Beijing-based TikTok, which is enormously popular outside of China, has come under fire for 
censoring videos that displease the Chinese government—such as footage of protests in Hong 
Kong or videos supportive of Tibet—even outside China.  This is beneficial for the Chinese 21

government: not only do they prevent their own citizens from accessing information critical of 
the Chinese government,  but they also prevent people in other countries from accessing this 
information  as  well.  Furthermore,  other  authoritarian  states  may  benefit  from  the  China’s 
pioneering work in using social media as a tool for censorship. For journalists, however, this 
poses challenges: if people are primarily accessing information through popular apps that enforce 
Chinese censorship, then it will be much harder to get unbiased news to ordinary people.

Case Study: Hate Speech on Facebook in Myanmar 

Myanmar has, for a number of years, been waging an ethnic cleansing campaign against the 
Rohingya ethnic minority: the military has used forced dislocation, sexual violence, and even 
outright killing in a campaign to drive the Rohingya out of Myanmar and into neighbouring 
Bangladesh.

In  2013,  when  cell  phones  became  dramatically  more  affordable,  many  people  quickly  got 
connected to the internet, and Facebook quickly became the dominant social media platform in 
Myanmar. The military, however, quickly weaponized the platform to spread hate speech. Over a 
thousand posts, comments, and images targeted the Rohingya, dehumanizing them, and calling 
for them to be exterminated. Facebook’s slow response at the time enabled the military to fan 
hatred and justify their genocidal operations.

Bloc Analysis

Authoritarian States
Totalitarian states have tight control on the information their citizens are able to access through 
media,  often  spreading  government  propaganda  rather  than  allowing  for  complete  access  to 
information. One distinct example of this is China: Authorities and algorithms are constantly 
sifting through online content to ensure that it aligns with the Communist Party’s viewpoints. 
The government has deemed websites such as Wikipedia, Facebook, Twitter, and Youtube to be 
“dangerous” and has blocked Chinese citizens’ access to these sites.  This is regulated through 22

 Yaqiu Wang, “How China’s censorship machine crosses borders — and into Western politics,” Human Rights Watch, February 20

20, 2019. https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/02/20/how-chinas-censorship-machine-crosses-borders-and-western-politics

 Alex Hern, “Revealed: how TikTok censors videos that do not please Beijing,” The Guardian, September 25, 2019. https://21

www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/sep/25/revealed-how-tiktok-censors-videos-that-do-not-please-beijing

 The Internet  in China -  china.org.cn [Internet].  [cited 2019 Nov 1].  Available from: http://www.china.org.cn/government/22

whitepaper/node_7093508.htm
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the Publicity Department of the Central Committee of the Communist Party (CCPPD), which has 
hired  over  2  million  “public  opinion  analysts”  to  help  them  monitor  China’s  internet.  23

Meanwhile, the Public Pledge on Self-Discipline for the Chinese Internet Industry ensures that 
companies are pledging to allow authorities to prevent the transmission of information deemed 
unsupportive of the Party or causing social instability.24

Meanwhile, Russia has maintained strong censorship since 2012 through its centralized internet 
blacklist.  This  is  used  to  block  specific  URLs,  domain  names,  and  IP  addresses  that  are 
categorized to be “extremist.”  Similar to China, they have also blocked certain social media 25

apps such as Facebook and Telegram. Finally, a new law known as the “sovereign internet law” 
came into  effect  on  November  1st,  2019 and allowed the  government  to  tighten control  by 
routing web traffic through state-controlled infrastructure and switching off any connections that 
are deemed dangerous in an emergency (which has been left up to authorities’ discretion).26

Other states such as North Korea, Iran, and Vietnam have varying degrees of censorship that 
prevent  their  citizens  from having  full  access  to  information.  When considering  the  role  of 
journalism in the age of social media, authoritarian states will seek to exploit both journalism and 
social media to censor information critical of the government and promote their own propaganda 
instead, with digital technology enabling such operations on a scale unprecedented in human 
history.

Scandinavia
Many Scandinavian countries, including Sweden and Finland, lead the rest of the world in their 
efforts to promote transparent journalism.  In particular, Sweden is known for having some of 27

the most strict laws on journalism to prevent misinformation. For example, under the Swedish 
constitution,  it  is  prohibited  to  punish  government  employees  for  providing  information  to 
journalists.  Further, if a journalist publishes information from an anonymous source, it is illegal 28

to request the name of that source.  Lastly, all  court documents must be released and made 29

 Media censorship in china [Internet]. Council on Foreign Relations. [cited 2019 Nov 1]. Available from: https://www.cfr.org/23

backgrounder/media-censorship-china

 Kine P. China’s internet crackdown [Internet]. Forbes. [cited 2019 Nov 1]. Available from: 2010/05/27/china-internet-web-24

censor-surveillance-technology-security-google-yahoo-green-dam

 Russia [Internet]. 2018 [cited 2019 Nov 1]. Available from: https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-net/2018/russia25

 Ibid.26

 Greenslade, Roy. “Media Lessons from Scandinavia - Where Press Self-Regulation Works.” The Guardian, July 4, 2012, sec. 27

Media. https://www.theguardian.com/media/greenslade/2012/jul/04/us-press-publishing-sweden.

 Ibid.28

 Ibid.29
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available to the public.  Measures to protect journalism is high, and as a result, engagement with 30

these news sources is among the greatest in these nations.  31

Western Europe
The United Kingdom’s Independent Press Standards Organization is responsible for regulating 
the nation’s press.  This organization requires all of the nation’s newspapers and magazines to 32

abide by a common Code of Conduct to promote accurate and transparent journalism. 

Germany is  known for having the fifth largest  newspaper market in the world and prohibits 
media  censorship  through  Article  5  of  the  Basic  Law.  Notably,  in  January  2018,  Germany 
launched its Network Enforcement Act (NetzDG), also known as the “hate speech law.”  The 33

purpose of NetzDG is to hold social media organizations responsible for illegal content posted 
online, as defined by the domestic law.  It requires these platforms to remove such posts 24 34

hours after being reported.  35

Nations such as France are currently using this law as the basis for new legislation.  Although 36

this law could assist in eliminating “fake news,” there is considerable debate as to whether it 
could promote the “over-removal” of online content and in-turn inhibit freedom of expression.  37

 Ibid.30

 Ibid.31

 “Editors’ Code of Practice.” Accessed August 29, 2019. https://www.ipso.co.uk/editors-code-of-practice/.32

 Transatlantic  Working Group.  “An Analysis  of  Germany’s  NetzDG Law.” 2019.  https://www.ivir.nl/publicaties/download/33

NetzDG_Tworek_Leerssen_April_2019.pdf

 Ibid.34

 Ibid.35

 Ibid.36

 Ibid.37
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Mission and Focus Questions 

Some focus questions to consider include:

1. Social media is seen by some as a democratizing force—it has been heavily influential in 
both the Arab Spring and #MeToo movement—but others see it as a cesspool of hate speech 
and fake news. How should states approach this dilemma?

2. Should states regulate media outlets more stringently, to ensure quality journalism? If so, 
how?

3. In what ways do social media platforms such as Facebook and WeChat amplify information 
disorder? What role do, or should, such platforms play in regulating content?

4. In what ways can new digital technologies, such as social media, be used by your country to 
advance your country’s policies towards journalism? Who would benefit from your country 
doing this, and who would not benefit?
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Topic #2: Child Labour 

“Child labor perpetuates poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, population growth, and other social 
problems.” 

— Kailash Satyarthi, children’s rights activist and Nobel Peace Prize laureate 

Introduction38

At present, approximately 152 million children worldwide are forfeiting their right to a proper 
education and a normal childhood to engage in labour that forces them to work under conditions 
that risk their health, mental wellbeing, and development.38 Children are being employed in a 
variety of sectors where they are forced to work long hours under abusive employers, oftentimes 
for  little  pay.  In  many cases,  children are  separated from their  families  and left  to  fend for 
themselves at a very young age.  39

Children are some of the world’s most vulnerable people, and their exploitation for economic 
benefit is a fundamental violation of basic human rights. While the international community has 
recognized child labour to be a crisis that requires immediate attention, current legislations and 
treaties have not proven to be sufficient in abolishing this issue. Delegates must come together to 
address the topic of child labour to ensure that all children have an equal opportunity at a healthy 
upbringing.

History

The concept of child labour is not a new one. Children around the world have been working for 
centuries, with each country presenting its own unique history on the issue. Delegates should be 
aware of the history of child labour that is specific to their assigned country; a case study is 
provided  below.  This  information  will  be  useful  for  delegates  to  develop  a  well-rounded 
understanding of their country’s perspective on the issue.

On the international level, the International Labour Organization has previously taken action to 
address child labour with multiple Conventions. They have created international standards on 
child  labour:  a  normative  system  to  help  governments  distinguish  between  acceptable  and 
unacceptable  forms of  child  labour.  These Conventions also help educate  countries  on the 40

benefits of eliminating child labour within their borders, as well as offer potential strategies that 

  “Global Estimates of Child Labour: Results and Trends, 2012-2016.” Report, September 19, 2017. http://www.ilo.org/global/38

publications/books/WCMS_575499/lang--en/index.htm.

 “Child Labour: a textbook for university students” http://www.ilo.org/ipecinfo/product/download.do?type=document&id=174 39

 “Child Labour: a textbook for university students” http://www.ilo.org/ipecinfo/product/download.do?type=document&id=174 40
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can  implemented  to  assist  them in  doing  so.  The  most  important  ILO conventions  are  The 
Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) and the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 
1999 (No. 182).  41

The Minimum Age Convention sets the minimum age of employment for children to be no less 
than the age at which they complete their compulsory schooling.  It also states that in no case 42

should children be employed at any age less than 15 (or 14 in some developing nations).  The 43

Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention defines the worst forms of child labour (See “Defining 
Child Laboour”), and calls for all nations to recognize these activities within their boarders and 
take immediate action to eliminate them.44

Case Study: History of Child Labour and the Industrial Revolution

The Industrial Revolution marked a period of great social and economic change.  As cities in the 45

United Kingdom and a few other states began to industrialize, they saw a dramatic rise in the 
number of child labourers.  The reason for this can be described using a competitive model for 46

the labour market.  47

Beginning with supply, during the Industrial Revolution, many families left their farms in rural 
areas to find new job opportunities in the city.  However, with this move came a much higher 48

cost of living.  Businesses were paying their employees very low wags, and as a result, many 49

families turned to their children to provide an additional source of income.  It is also important 50

to understand that in the early stages of the Industrial Revolution, British society still possessed 
the mindset that children should be contributing to the family’s income, and so young children 
entering the workforce was not seen as uncommon. 

 Ibid.41

 Ibid.42

 Ibid.43

 Ibid.44

 Anastakis,  Dimitry.  “Industrialization  in  Canada.”  The  Canadian  Encyclopedia  ,  February  7,  2006.  https://45

www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/industrialization.

 Hindman, Hugh D. The World of Child Labor: An Historical and Regional Survey. M.E. Sharpe, 2009.46

 Ibid.47

 Ibid.48

 History Crunch. “Child Labor in the Industrial Revolution.” Accessed September 1, 2019. https://www.historycrunch.com/49

child-labor-in-the-industrial-revolution.html.

 Ibid.50

McMaster Model United Nations 2020
United Nations Environment Programme Page �15



With respect to demand, employing children became a popular option for mining companies and 
factory owners as they could be paid less than adults and were unlikely to unionize.  Managers 51

also recognized that children had a comparative advantage for operating small machinery, and 
their small frame also allowed them to easily navigate through mine shafts.  Overall, the high 52

supply of children willing to work alongside the demand for new employees led to a rise in the 
number of child labourers.

As society began to recognize the dangerous working conditions that children were enduring as 
well as the negative effect these activities were having on a child’s wellbeing, reformers began to 
protest.  Over time, these protests led to a shift in society’s perspective toward child labour. 53

Families  began  prioritizing  their  children  receiving  an  education,  and  attitudes  towards  this 
phenomenon became increasingly more negative.  54

In response, the British government passed a Factory Act in 1833, which set a minimum working 
age for children (9 years old), limited the number of hours a child can legally work each day, and 
also required children to be in school for at least two hours a day.  The British government also 55

appointed factory inspectors to ensure that these new regulations were being adhered to.  This 56

Act shed light on the issue and encouraged other countries to follow-suit. For example, in 1841, 
France developed its own set of child labour laws.  57

Current Situation

Progress has been made towards eliminating child labour worldwide as the number of child 
labourers has decreased by one third since 2000.  However, at present, there are still 152 million 58

children that  are victims of this  issue.  Of these children,  over half  of  them (73 million) are 
working in hazardous environments or are exposed to the worst forms of child labour.  While 59

the global community has seen a decline in child labour, the problem persists.

 Hindman, Hugh D. The World of Child Labor: An Historical and Regional Survey. M.E. Sharpe, 2009.51
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Child labour has slowly become more invisible over time.  Currently,  the majority of  child 60

labourers are employed in the home-based and informal sectors, the informal sector being the 
part of the economy that is not regulated by the government.  Therefore, children are not offered 61

any protection by the government if they are underpaid, injured, or mistreated by their employer. 

The  specific  activities  that  children  may  be  involved  with  is  largely  country-  and  region-
dependent.  For example,  many children in India are involved in the carpet-making industry, 
whereas in Africa many children are found working in plantations and mines.  Furthermore, 62

some forms  of  work  are  more  common dependent  on  the  child’s  sex.  Typically,  girls  are 63

employed in more domestic settings, whereas boys are involved in wage labour such as factory 
work.  Currently, the majority of child labourers (71%) are working in the agricultural sector.  64 65

This includes commercial farming, livestock herding, fishing, and forestry.  Children are also 66

involved in other sectors such as manufacturing or mining.  67

Child labour is a complex and multifaceted issue, which cannot be described by a single cause. 
Rather, the reason as to why a child may be entered into the labor force can be viewed through 
economic, social, and cultural lenses. 

To begin, poverty is widely recognized to be the greatest factor contributing to child labour.  68

Around the world, many children are required to work to provide an additional source of income 
for their families.69

Some children also fall victim to child labour due to a lack of access to education. Children 
living in rural communities, especially those in less developed states, may not have access to a 
school facility or a quality education. In addition, many working-class families are simply unable 
to afford to send their children to school.  As a result, children are left with no other option but 70

to enter the workforce.
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documents/publication/wcms_publ_9221124169_en.pdf
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 Ibid.69
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Parent perspectives towards child labour also play a significant role. Many cultures still value 
their children working over receiving an education, as they believe learning these skills is  a 
necessary character-building experience for their children.  71

In  many  countries,  existing  child  labour  laws  and  legislations  are  often  violated.  Even  in 72

countries  where  there  are  strong child  labour  laws,  governments  may not  allocate  sufficient 
resources  to  ensure  they  are  enforced  (i.e.  under-funded  labour  departments  and  labour 
inspection offices).  In addition,  it  is  difficult  for  the government to recognize cases of  child 
labour in businesses that consist of multiple layers of production, making it easy for businesses 
to conceal their use of child labour. 

Furthermore, many child labour laws are inadequate, including exemptions for certain sectors 
such as agriculture and domestic work. For example, in Kenya there are laws which prevent 
children under the age of 16 from participating in industrial work. However, there are no laws 
targetting child labour in the agricultural industry.  73

Case Study: Child Labour in Sub-Saharan Africa

While child labour spans across all of Africa, it is 
has been heavily concentrated in the Sub-Saharan 
region for over 20 years. The highest proportion of 
child  labour  (40% or  more)  is  found  in  western 
African countries such as Mali and Niger, as well 
as  eastern  African  countries  like  Kenya  and 
Madagascar.  This  image  below  shows  the 74

geographical  distribution  of  child  labourers  in 
2001. 

Child  labour  spiked  in  the  2012  to  2016  period, 
thus resulting in the concerning estimates that were 
discovered  by  the  ILO  in  their  recent  report.  75

Agriculture  has  been  a  long  standing  sector  of 
employment  in  the  region  and  accordingly,  the 
sector accounts for 85% of the labour that is taking 
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place.  This  work  involves  commercial  farming  and  livestock  herding.  The  remaining  two 76

sectors include the service and industry sector, in which 11% and 4% of African children work, 
respectively.77

There are several key factors that contribute to the occurence of this labour. Sub-Saharan Africa 
has  undoubtedly  had  a  high  incidence  of  poverty,  which  has  been  accentuated  by  rapid 
population growth and a reduced standard of living. A lack of public investment in economic and 
education sectors result in children being forced to work in hazardous environments in order to 
support their families. 

In 2001, Kenya passed the Children’s Act which prohibits individuals from involving children 
and youth under the age of 18 in exploitative labour.  According to the U.S. Department of 78

Labour’s 2017 Regional Outlook, efforts to establish and enforce legislations that prevent labour 
have been ongoing in multiple countries.  For example, Nigeria and Zimbabwe have formed 79

additional task forces to address child trafficking incidents. 

Despite  such  initiatives,  several  gaps  still  exist  that  prevent  child  labour  from  being  fully 
eliminated. Minimum age laws still do not apply to children in all countries, which does not 
conform to international standards. Furthermore, even in countries in which these laws do exist, 
there are not enough labour inspectors to enforce them. ILO’s advises a ratio of 1 inspector to 
every 15,000 workers in industrializing economics. This ratio is nowhere near met, with 85% of 
Sub-Saharan African countries lacking sufficient inspectors.  As such, Sub-Saharan Africa is a 80

prime example of the complexities that still exist in child labor, even with ongoing efforts to 
eradicate it. 

Bloc Analysis

Africa
The ILO Global Estimates of Child Labor Report in 2016 indicates that one-fifth of all African 
children are involved in child labour, which is approximately 72.1 million African children.  81

Moreover, 9% of all African children, or 35.1 million, are conducting hazardous work, which is 
the highest  in  the world.  While  most  occurs  in  Sub-Saharan Africa,  North Africa also has 82
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increasingly high rates, with about 3.4% of their children engaged in labor.  Many efforts have 83

been  made  by  ILO and  several  governments  to  implement  initiatives  that  encourage  youth 
training and education, along with establishing laws that prohibit  such labor from occurring. 
However, if child labor is to be eliminated by 2025 as ILO hopes, more is required from the 
global community to ensure the implementation of minimum age laws in all countries, along 
with the enforcement of such legislation through sufficient labor inspectors. 

Europe
Child labor is prevalent in Europe as well, with reported incidents in many Eastern European 
states such as Serbia, Ukraine, and Turkey, to name a few. The biggest sectors that engage in 
such labor include agriculture, construction, and small factories. Similar to African countries, 
many Europian governments have adopted and strengthened child protection laws; for example, 
Ukraine  established  social  services  through  legislation  that  provides  access  to  education  to 
children living in regions beyond government control.  However, challenges persist nonetheless.84

Asia
This continent sees 62 million children ages 5 to 17 engaged in labor every day in commercial 
sexual exploitation, agriculture, and as domestic workers in private households.  The factor of 85

sexual exploitation is being tackled through the establishment of proper legal frameworks, such 
as  Afghanistan’s  Penal  Code,  which  prohibits  children  being  used  for  social  and  sexual 
exploitation.  Many technological advancements were also implemented to help enforce these 86

laws.  One  example  is  India’s  launch  of  an  online  portal  that  increases  the  efficiency  of 
coordinating child labor cases for NGOs and law enforcement officials at the local and national 
level.  However,  Asia suffers  from a shortage of  labour inspectors  due to a  lack of  financial 
investment. Moreover, inspectors who are employed do not receive sufficient training; this is 
potentially  problematic  because  insufficient  training  prevented  inspectors  in  Cambodia  from 
taking action against labour occuring in brickmaking, fishing, tobacco, and cassava production.  87
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Mission and Focus Questions 

Some focus questions to consider include:

1. Why does child labour persist, despite efforts to eradicate it?  

2. Why have some countries been more successful than others in tackling child labour?  

3. What legal frameworks should be implemented to improve the training and education of 
labor inspectors?   

4. What standards of age and employement should be used to regulate child labor?  

5. How do we protect children in situations from being forced into hazardous labour practices, 
keeping in mind that families will lose a crucial part of their income?  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