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Committee Overview 

 

Mandate and Function of the Committee  

 

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), or UN Environment, is the leading global 

environmental governing body. The mission of the UNEP is to provide leadership and encourage 

cooperation in informing and enabling states and their peoples to improve quality of life without 

compromising future generations.1  

 

Founded in June 1972, UNEP acts as the coordinating body for the United Nation’s environmental 

policies and agenda, and has played a significant role in identifying, analysing, and mitigating global 

environmental concerns. The UNEP’s primary function is to assist economically developing countries in 

implementing environmentally sound and feasible policies and practices. The UNEP publishes an annual 

report, highlighting the key priorities and developments in science-policies.2 Below is an overview of 3 

select key highlights from their 2018 report:  

 

1. Beating plastic pollution Reducing the amount of plastic pollution in the world’s oceans is a priority 

concern for UNEP. In 2018, UNEP helped nations and individual communities pledge to make huge 

commitments through banning single-use plastics, both in practice and by the rule of law.  

 

2. The UN-REDD Programme: The United Nations Collaborative Programme on Reducing Emissions 

from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (UN-REDD) was the first joint UN global initiative on 

decelerating climate change.  

 

3. Financing sustainable development UNEP established a number of programs, including the Financial 

Centres for Sustainability Network, that work with financial institutions around the world to align 

investments with sustainable development and climate action. The UNEP focuses on seven thematic and 

strategic areas as part of its results-based management. The selection of the thematic areas of 

concentration was guided by scientific evidence, the mandate of UNEP, and priorities emerging from 

global and regional conferences.3 The seven 3 thematic areas that UNEP focuses on are climate change, 

ecosystem management, disasters and conflicts, environmental governance, chemicals and waste, 

resource efficiency, and environment under review. The overarching theme is a commitment to 

sustainability and achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 

UNEP acts as a catalyst, educator, and advocate in promoting sustainable development and use of the 

global environment. In 2008, UNEP led the Green Economy Initiative, whose overall collective objective 

 
1  “Why Does UN Environment Matter?” n.d. UN Environment. United Nations. Accessed August 4, 2019. https:// 1 

www.unenvironment.org/about-un-environment/why-does-un-environment-matter. 
2  “United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) Established.” n.d. United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)  

Established | Environment & Society Portal. Accessed August 5, 2019. http://www.environmentandsociety.org/tools/keywords/ 
united-nations-environmental-programme-unep-established. McMaster Model United Nations 2020 United Nations Environment 
Programme P 
3
 “UNEP : United Nations Environment Programme - Office of the Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth.” n.d. United Nations. 3 

United Nations. Accessed August 4, 2019. https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2013/08/unep-united-nations-environmentprogramme/.  
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was to provide analysis and policy support in green sector investments and to encourage changes in 

environmentally unfriendly sectors.4 UNEP has also been instrumental in the formation of science-policy 

institutions such as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). Furthermore, UNEP works 

to establish trust funds that enables contributors to allocate monetary resources for international 

environmental conservation and preservation.5  

 

UN Environment Annual report 2018.6 

 

Simulation Style & Composition of the Committee  

 

McMaster’s Model United Nations Environment Programme will have two chairs that are responsible for 

moderating the debate and will enforce the respective Model UN rules and procedures. The chairs 

will ensure that delegates are following appropriate protocols, conduct, and decorum. The 

primary roles of the chairs will be to commence and close the debate, facilitate the setting of the 

agenda, manage the list of speakers, prompt discussion between delegates, and direct states to 

vote when they are required to. They will be ruling on disputed rulings and motions, delegates 

must note that the chairs have the final say regarding these matters. 

 

The General Assembly of the Model United Nations Environment Programme will have delegates that 

will bring forth their respective nation’s views and consider the policies of different global state actors. It 

is important to consider the perspectives of each state in the dias as their stance and policies will help 

inform the overall decision that will be made in the end. All points made should be reflective of the 

delegate’s assigned country and their foreign policies, personal opinions on the matter should be 

excluded. 

Pages will also be present in the committee room during the debate, and they will be responsible for the 

passing of notes from delegate to delegate. This allows delegates to communicate with one another and 

form draft resolutions or alliances on particular points. These notes are an extremely useful mode of 

communication during the debate and delegates are encouraged to communicate through pages. 

 

Forming Resolutions  

Resolutions represent the consolidated opinions of the United Nations body and act as proposed 

comprehensive solutions to the issues at hand. They are a final result of the discussions and 

negotiations regarding the topics, and detailed recommended courses of action. These papers are 

composed of preambulatory clauses (reasons for addressing this issue) and operative clauses 

 
4 “UNEP : United Nations Environment Programme - Office of the Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth.” n.d. United Nations. 3 

United Nations. Accessed October 4, 2020. https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2013/08/unep-united-nations-environmentprogramme/. 
“United Nations Environment Program 
5 “United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment).” 2018. Green Growth Knowledge Platform. November 4, 2020.  

https://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/organization/united-nations-environment-programme-un-environment. 
6 “United Nations Environment Programme.” 2019. Government of Canada. https://www.canada.ca/ 5 en/environment-climate-

change/corporate/international-affairs/partnerships-organizations/united-nations-environment.html.  



4 

(solutions to the issue). A resolution is first considered a draft resolution prior to being voted on 

by the committee. 

During the course of debate, delegates may work individually or collaborate with others to write 

a draft resolution. At the end of the debate, many draft resolutions can be submitted to the 

Chairs, and the Chairs will proceed to read all the draft resolutions until the delegates vote and 

pick the final resolution(s). The delegates writing the resolution are deemed the “sponsors” and 

states that support seeing the resolution presented are signed on as “signatories.” Signatories are 

simply members who want to bring the resolution to debate; they do not have to necessarily 

support the resolution. 

The United Nations Environment Programme requires 2-5 sponsors and at least 8 signatories on 

a working paper. Once this has been attained, it can be presented to the Dias; once the Dias 

approves the paper, it becomes a draft resolution, and can then be presented to the committee. 

For detailed instructions on how to write resolutions, including a list of preambulatory and 

operative phrases, and a sample resolution, please refer to https://www.macmun.org/resources of 

our website. 

Instructions for Writing Position Papers  

The position paper is a detailed essay of your country’s policies and position on the topics that 

are going to be discussed in the committee. This will help you to organize your thoughts and 

successfully engage with the committee. You are required to submit a paper to be eligible for any 

conference award, and the writer of the best position paper in each committee will be given the 

Book Award. 

A strong MACMUN position paper should include the following: 

1. Discussion of the topic in general. 

2. How your country is affected by the issues. 

3. Your country’s policies with respect to the issues. 

4. Quotations from your country’s leaders about the topics. 

5. Actions that your country has taken with regard to the issues. 

6. What your country believes should be done to address the issues. 

7. What your country would like to accomplish in the committee’s resolution. 

8. A description of your relationship with other countries as it relates to the issues at hand. 

Include your name, assigned country, and committee. Please do not include illustrations, 

diagrams, decorations, national symbols, watermarks, or page borders. 

Length: 1 page per topic. 
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Format: Times New Roman, size 12, single-spaced. 

Citation style: Your choice (please include a reference page; not counted in page limit).  

Please email completed position papers (as well as any questions) to unep@macmun.org.   

For detailed instructions on how to write a position paper, including a template and sample 

paper, 

please refer to https://www.macmun.org/resources of our website. 

 

Where to Start your Research 

 

UNEP Committee  

1. UNEP 2019 Annual Report: 

https://www.unenvironment.org/annualreport/2019/index.php?_ga=2.111730115.695250860.161

0393561-151020623.161039356. Examines the annual report and all of the initiatives of UNEP, 

this document outlines their mission and outlines where they are focusing their efforts. 

 

Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction 

1. Regional Seas programmes covering Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction: 

https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/regional-seas-programmes-covering-areas-

beyond-national-jurisdiction. Provides a description on current activities and conventions 

applicable to protecting these ocean areas beyond national jurisdiction.  

2. Conservation of Biodiversity in Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ): 

https://www.unenvironment.org/pt-br/node/976. Examines the five current conventions in place 

and the member states that have implemented protection measures. Concerned with biodiversity 

and sustainability in these areas. 

3. Governance of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction for Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable 

Use:https://www.unep-

wcmc.org/system/dataset_file_fields/files/000/000/446/original/ABNJ_Institutional_Arrangement

s_final_for_publication_300517.pdf?1496144106. This is a published report by UNEP that 

defines ABNJ and the global and regional initiatives taking place to establish global governance. 

The report looks at different ocean areas around the world and how they are differently impacted. 

 

Sustainable Cities and Communities - Responsible Consumption  
1. Goal 11: Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient and safe: 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/ . Provides a brief description of SDG 11, 

facts, figures, and useful links.  

2. Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns: 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-consumption-production/ . Provides a 

brief description of SDG 12, facts, figures, and useful links.  

mailto:unep@macmun.org
https://www.unenvironment.org/annualreport/2019/index.php?_ga=2.111730115.695250860.1610393561-151020623.161039356
https://www.unenvironment.org/annualreport/2019/index.php?_ga=2.111730115.695250860.1610393561-151020623.161039356
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/regional-seas-programmes-covering-areas-beyond-national-jurisdiction
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/regional-seas-programmes-covering-areas-beyond-national-jurisdiction
https://www.unenvironment.org/pt-br/node/976
https://www.unep-wcmc.org/system/dataset_file_fields/files/000/000/446/original/ABNJ_Institutional_Arrangements_final_for_publication_300517.pdf?1496144106
https://www.unep-wcmc.org/system/dataset_file_fields/files/000/000/446/original/ABNJ_Institutional_Arrangements_final_for_publication_300517.pdf?1496144106
https://www.unep-wcmc.org/system/dataset_file_fields/files/000/000/446/original/ABNJ_Institutional_Arrangements_final_for_publication_300517.pdf?1496144106
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-consumption-production/
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Topic A: Ocean Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction   

 

Introduction  

Oceans are the most threatened part of the biosphere, that contain the most amount of species on 

Earth. Within the oceans, the most threatened parts are sections that fall in areas beyond national 

jurisdiction. Areas beyond national jurisdiction are defined as ocean areas that are not under the 

authority or jurisdiction of any sole sovereign state. Ocean areas beyond national jurisdiction are 

the most vulnerable to exploitation because they are unregulated, meaning that people freely 

violate these areas for personal financial benefit without consequences. The conservation and 

protection of these oceans is the responsibility of the international community, as it can work as 

a collective body to ensure the protection of these areas and the conservation of all ocean bodies 

globally.  

It is important to ensure that there is an updated international treaty that clarifies governing 

principles to provide a common ground to guide all states in their actions concerning the 

violation of these marine spaces. Principles within the treaty should outline conservation, 

management and governance covering such subjects as, respect for the sea, protection and 

preservation of the marine environment, international cooperation, science and technology based 

management, and sustainable use of marine ecosystems. It is important that the international 

community have a clear vision with clarified protocols to follow when establishing their own 

guidelines specific to their geographic area and unique societal aspects. 
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History  

Marine conservation is challenging because environmental changes, expansion of populations, 

and technological advancements have made oceans more widely used and needed than ever. The 

ocean’s resources are essential to the functionality of modern society today. Marine areas beyond 

national borders take up nearly half of the earth’s surface and have a uniquely biodiverse climate 

depending on geographical area, meaning that conservation must be tailored to the uniqueness of 

the ocean.7 Oceans are continuously exploited through various practices such as, global 

warming, fishery exploitation, illegal poaching, marine pollution, and large scale geo- 

engineering.8 As a consequence, of global warming these oceans are becoming hotter in 

temperature and more acidic, meaning that species have already begun to decline, especially 

from the over-exploitation of fisheries in these spaces. As the environment changes, the need for 

ocean conservation and protection of these spaces is imperative. The more the oceans become 

exploited, the more issues need to be addressed, because if left unresolved they can have severe 

negative effects on humanity.  

There have been previous attempts of protecting these areas through international treaties and 

environmental programmes. The most notable treaty pertaining to areas beyond national 

jurisdiction is The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, established in 1982, which 

was an international measure taken by the United Nations to promote communication and 

agreement among states.9 This treaty allowed states to apply two fundamental principles to the 

seas. The first being, the freedom of the seas excluding economic zones, and the second being 

that areas beyond national jurisdiction are, “designated to the common heritage of mankind”.10  

The United Nations ultimately strives to ensure that the oceans should benefit humanity 

collectively and as a whole instead of dominant economic industries. Furthermore, it was an 

attempt to restrict and discourage marine exploitation through actions such as dumping, marine 

pollution, and over-fishing .11 It also provides protections and obligations that the international 

 
7 Rochette, Julien, Kristina Gjerde, Elisabeth Druel, Jeff A. Ardron, Alicia Craw, Patrick Halpin, Linwood Pendleton, Kristian 

Teleki, and Jesse Cleary. 2014. "Delivering the Aichi Target 11: Challenges and Opportunities for Marine Areas Beyond 

National Jurisdiction."Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 24 (S2): 32. doi:10.1002aqc.2507. 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v 
8 Druel, Elisabeth, and Kristina M. Gjerde. "Sustaining marine life beyond boundaries: Options for an implementing agreement 

for marine biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea." Marine Policy 

pg. 49 (2014): 90. Academic OneFile. 
9 Englender, Dorota, Jenny Kirschey, Aleke Stöfen, and Andreas Zink. 2014. "Cooperation and Compliance Control in Areas 

Beyond National Jurisdiction." Marine Policy 49 (Complete): pg 188. doi:10.1016/j.marpol.2013.11.022.   
10 Rochette, Julien, Kristina Gjerde, Elisabeth Druel, Jeff A. Ardron, Alicia Craw, Patrick Halpin, Linwood Pendleton, Kristian 

Teleki, and Jesse Cleary. 2014. "Delivering the Aichi Target 11: Challenges and Opportunities for Marine Areas Beyond 

National Jurisdiction."Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 24 (S2): 32. doi:10.1002aqc.2507. 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v 
11 Warner, Robin, and Rosemary Rayfuse. "Securing a Sustainable Future for the Oceans Beyond National Jurisdiction: The 

Legal Basis for an Integrated Cross-Sectoral Regime for High Seas Governance for the 21st Century", The International Journal 

of Marine and Coastal Law 23, 3: 400, doi: https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845. 

 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845
https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845
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community should follow to protect the marine environment. While this treaty seems 

theoretically beneficial, the United Nations is not a binding body in which states have the 

obligation to follow or face legal consequences upon breaching such terms. In 2014, the 

objective of the UNCLOS treaty to conserve at least ten percent of marine wildlife failed, and 

currently there is less than three percent of the ocean globally that is being protected, and such 

protections still remain inadequate .12 It is evident that this is not an adequate response to the 

issue, but it does however, provide a good basis to structure further solutions to protect water 

areas beyond national jurisdiction. 

International treaties are effective at providing a global vision for conservation, but the United 

Nations also put forth a regional seas programme called the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) which involves over one-hundred and forty states .13 This is an 

advantageous approach because the uniqueness of marine ecosystems and their geographic 

location are taken into account, and thus supporting customized management that takes political, 

legal, and ecological values and characteristics of the area into consideration as well .14 These are 

important factors to take into consideration because when dealing with areas beyond national 

jurisdiction, there is not one set solution that will address the problem in its entirety. Taking a 

tailored approach will help regulate the oceans one area at a time, allowing for a collective more 

effective solution in the end.  

Case Studies  

Proposed Systems of Compliance That Have Been Implemented Globally. 

Compliance control systems foster a relationship between states that have the same interest to 

protect marine ecosystems. These systems allow for increased cooperation between states 

because there is full transparency and the sharing of undisclosed facts regarding ABNJ, thus, 

allowing for a trusting relationship to be built.15 Furthermore, these systems work to allow states 

to monitor one another by making obligations of agreements clear and using a system of checks 

and balances to ensure the goal of conservation maintains a clear objective. Compliance systems 

are important and easily established between states through simple agreements and require 

 
12 Rochette, Julien, Kristina Gjerde, Elisabeth Druel, Jeff A. Ardron, Alicia Craw, Patrick Halpin, Linwood Pendleton, Kristian 

Teleki, and Jesse Cleary. 2014. "Delivering the Aichi Target 11: Challenges and Opportunities for Marine Areas Beyond 

National Jurisdiction."Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 24 (S2): 32. doi:10.1002aqc.2507. 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v 
13 Rochette, Julien, Kristina Gjerde, Elisabeth Druel, Jeff A. Ardron, Alicia Craw, Patrick Halpin, Linwood Pendleton, Kristian 

Teleki, and Jesse Cleary. 2014. "Delivering the Aichi Target 11: Challenges and Opportunities for Marine Areas Beyond 

National Jurisdiction."Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 24 (S2): 109. doi:10.1002aqc.2507. 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v 
14 Ibid. 
15 Englender, Dorota, Jenny Kirschey, Aleke Stöfen, and Andreas Zink. 2014. "Cooperation and Compliance Control in Areas 

Beyond National Jurisdiction." Marine Policy 49 (Complete): pg 190. doi:10.1016/j.marpol.2013.11.022.  

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
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international accountability through collective agreements.16 These systems work best in 

underdeveloped nations as it may be hard to integrate such systems into complex pre-established 

societal structures that have been deeply embedded in society with strict legal and political 

barriers that may be difficult to transcend.17 The success of these systems ultimately depends on 

the willingness of politicians and the determination of state constituents to comply and promote 

the terms of the agreement. It is a feasible option that can create strong relationships between 

states, while also working towards a common positive goal. 

 

Developing regional initiatives for environmental protection is a crucial part of implementing 

and sustaining international environmental marine policies. These regional initiatives will ensure 

that there are things being done locally to prevent the problem from occurring right at the source. 

Regional initiatives typically take place through regional seas programmes and regional fishery 

organizations .18 These programmes take the international vision and put it in action through 

local efforts. These are useful programmes because the environment of each geographic area and 

the political ramifications are taken into consideration to produce the most impactful action.19 

They really look at the legal, political, social, and ecological values of the area making it a very 

unique and effective solution. Management tools then reflect the customized management 

tailored to the ecological climate of the area. These regional initiatives outlive global treaties and 

goals because they are able to thrive on a smaller scale through the cooperation and constant 

maintenance of the individual state.20 These systems are feasible, but heavily rely on the 

willingness of the individual state to participate, that is why the promotion of the international 

community will put stress on states to create these regional initiatives sponsored through the 

United Nations.  

  

Declaring an area a marine protected area is a beneficial step that ensures the protection of an 

area while also generating economic benefits. These oceans can be declared a marine protected 

area by either the sovereign state it belongs to or the international community .21 States that 

 
16 Englender, Dorota, Jenny Kirschey, Aleke Stöfen, and Andreas Zink. 2014. "Cooperation and Compliance Control in Areas 

Beyond National Jurisdiction." Marine Policy 49 (Complete): pg 188. doi:10.1016/j.marpol.2013.11.022.  
17 Englender, Dorota, Jenny Kirschey, Aleke Stöfen, and Andreas Zink. 2014. "Cooperation and Compliance Control in Areas 

Beyond National Jurisdiction." Marine Policy 49 (Complete): pg 192. doi:10.1016/j.marpol.2013.11.022.  
18 Rochette, Julien, Kristina Gjerde, Elisabeth Druel, Jeff A. Ardron, Alicia Craw, Patrick Halpin, Linwood Pendleton, Kristian 

Teleki, and Jesse Cleary. 2014. "Delivering the Aichi Target 11: Challenges and Opportunities for Marine Areas Beyond 

National Jurisdiction."Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 24 (S2): 109. doi:10.1002aqc.2507. 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v 
19 Ibid. 
20 Rochette, Julien, Kristina Gjerde, Elisabeth Druel, Jeff A. Ardron, Alicia Craw, Patrick Halpin, Linwood Pendleton, Kristian 

Teleki, and Jesse Cleary. 2014. "Delivering the Aichi Target 11: Challenges and Opportunities for Marine Areas Beyond 

National Jurisdiction."Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 24 (S2): 109. doi:10.1002aqc.2507. 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v 
21 Rochette, Julien, Kristina Gjerde, Elisabeth Druel, Jeff A. Ardron, Alicia Craw, Patrick Halpin, Linwood Pendleton, Kristian 

Teleki, and Jesse Cleary. 2014. "Delivering the Aichi Target 11: Challenges and Opportunities for Marine Areas Beyond 

National Jurisdiction."Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 24 (S2): 34. doi:10.1002aqc.2507. 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
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declare marine areas as protected,  utilize high seas ecosystems to provide three particular types 

of services to generate economic benefits, enticing states to preserve marine areas through 

compensation.22 It looks at promoting and creating recreational activities such as fishing, diving, 

and kayaking that tourists can partake in. Furthermore, marine protected areas promote cultural 

services including tourism, research, education and protective activities such as whale and bird 

watching. Finally, marine protected areas allow for regulating services that keep the ecosystem 

functioning and sustainable. These services include habitat protection, nutrient recycling, and 

heat storage. Marine protected areas are important because they give financial incentives to states 

to conserve, and they also declare the area protected publicly which discourages violators from 

exploiting the ocean through illegal acts.  

 

 

Current Situation  

Currently, more than seventy-five percent of the world’s total fish stock have already been 

completely exploited, which means that species are becoming extinct and endangered at 

alarming rates that have never been seen before.23 Large scale and illegal fishing generates 

approximately ten to twenty-five billion US dollars a year.24 Depending on the geographic area, 

the issues differ based on available resources and the demand of the products based on the 

population. Hence, the lack of particular species in certain areas, such as the decline of sharks in 

South Asia.25 These practices are mainly prominent in ocean areas beyond national jurisdiction 

because companies can get away with their actions and make billions in profit off this industry. 

Human activities are only becoming intensified as populations grow and with resources 

becoming scarce as populations decline, there is a higher profit incentive for these companies to 

illegally exploit the ocean in these areas beyond national jurisdiction. 

 There is a struggle with governing ocean areas beyond national jurisdiction because there are 

constant environmental changes, population increases, new technological advancements, an issue 

of governance, and the limitations placed by state sovereignty. Essentially, regulation is a 

challenge because of the factual realities and legal obstacles that exist making the issue 

 
22 Rochette, Julien, Kristina Gjerde, Elisabeth Druel, Jeff A. Ardron, Alicia Craw, Patrick Halpin, Linwood Pendleton, Kristian 

Teleki, and Jesse Cleary. 2014. "Delivering the Aichi Target 11: Challenges and Opportunities for Marine Areas Beyond 

National Jurisdiction."Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 24 (S2): 32. doi:10.1002aqc.2507. 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v 
23  Warner, Robin, and Rosemary Rayfuse. "Securing a Sustainable Future for the Oceans Beyond National Jurisdiction: The 

Legal Basis for an Integrated Cross-Sectoral Regime for High Seas Governance for the 21st Century", The International Journal 

of Marine and Coastal Law 23, 3: 401, doi: https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845. 
24 Rochette, Julien, Kristina Gjerde, Elisabeth Druel, Jeff A. Ardron, Alicia Craw, Patrick Halpin, Linwood Pendleton, Kristian 

Teleki, and Jesse Cleary. 2014. "Delivering the Aichi Target 11: Challenges and Opportunities for Marine Areas Beyond 

National Jurisdiction."Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 24 (S2): 34. doi:10.1002aqc.2507. 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v 
25 Rochette, Julien, Kristina Gjerde, Elisabeth Druel, Jeff A. Ardron, Alicia Craw, Patrick Halpin, Linwood Pendleton, Kristian 

Teleki, and Jesse Cleary. 2014. "Delivering the Aichi Target 11: Challenges and Opportunities for Marine Areas Beyond 

National Jurisdiction."Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater Ecosystems 24 (S2): 34. doi:10.1002aqc.2507. 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v 

http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
http://resolver.scholarsportal.info/resolve/10527613/v24is2/31_dtat1cfmabnj
https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845
https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845
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multifaceted without one solution. As populations increase, resources are being used 

exhaustively from the oceans. The main issue with ocean management is that there are many 

bodies whose power and actions are fragmented based on geography, this inconsistency leads to 

the lack of effective solutions.26 Governance gaps result from the notion of “high seas freedom” 

which explicates that the ocean is an abundant resource for anyone to use as they please.27 There 

is no international rule making structure, only independent sovereign states that make decisions 

that are best for them, and often support these illegal acts, rather than what is best for the 

international community.28 These regulatory gaps have not been addressed for countless years 

which puts the marine ecosystem under stress and inevitably will lead to irreversible faults. 

Absence of global procedures and standards to regulate these areas are the main cause for the 

evident decline in conservation. Regulatory gap tools such as marine protected areas, 

environmental impact assessments, and strategic environmental assessments can be used by the 

international community to make feasible changes.29  

These regulatory gaps have allowed for a lack of sufficient legal mandates for the conservation, 

cooperation, and coordination for the bodies of areas beyond national jurisdiction. It is essential 

to implement procedures and guidance to make states equipped with the information and 

resources to protect these areas, while maintaining their sovereignty.30 There are also limitations 

regarding governance in these areas as absences of mechanisms that promote coordination and 

cooperation result in larger gaps between the international community. The sovereignty of states 

is another major issue, in which direct confrontation and action from other states becomes 

limited because they lack legal basis to interfere with nations committing these illegal acts.31 

There are a multitude of factors contributing not only to the issue of marine life decline, but there 

are also many legalities, perspectives, and experiences that negatively hinders the conservation 

of ocean areas beyond national jurisdiction. 

 

 

 

 

 
26  Warner, Robin, and Rosemary Rayfuse. "Securing a Sustainable Future for the Oceans Beyond National Jurisdiction: The 

Legal Basis for an Integrated Cross-Sectoral Regime for High Seas Governance for the 21st Century", The International Journal 

of Marine and Coastal Law 23, 3: 401, doi: https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845. 
27 Ibid. 
28  Warner, Robin, and Rosemary Rayfuse. "Securing a Sustainable Future for the Oceans Beyond National Jurisdiction: The 

Legal Basis for an Integrated Cross-Sectoral Regime for High Seas Governance for the 21st Century", The International Journal 

of Marine and Coastal Law 23, 3: 403, doi: https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845. 
29 Druel, Elisabeth, and Kristina M. Gjerde. "Sustaining marine life beyond boundaries: Options for an implementing agreement 

for marine biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea." Marine Policy 

pg. 93 (2014): 90. Academic OneFile. 
30 Ibid. 
31  Warner, Robin, and Rosemary Rayfuse. "Securing a Sustainable Future for the Oceans Beyond National Jurisdiction: The 

Legal Basis for an Integrated Cross-Sectoral Regime for High Seas Governance for the 21st Century", The International Journal 

of Marine and Coastal Law 23, 3: 404, doi: https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845. 

https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845
https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845
https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845
https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845
https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845
https://doi.org/10.1163/092735208X331845
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Bloc Analysis  

 

European Union  

There are tensions in the EU and with its former member states regarding approaches to 

conservation and fisheries management. The emergency closure of the Darwin Mounds area of 

cold-water corals and the UK pair-trawl ban are examples of how tensions between states 

regarding conservation and protection can have negative impacts on marine biodiversity.  

 

Asian and South-Pacific Islands  

Many small islands share sustainable development challenges because they have growing 

populations, limited resources and environments that are fragile to changes.32 Reefs and coastal 

waters have become very damaged at the expense of dumping and polluting into these ocean 

spaces. These islands require cost-effective solutions that can be implemented to support their 

large populations, while promoting sustainability and ocean protection.  

 

Arctic Nations  

The Arctic supports one of the most rich biodiverse marine areas, and accounts for 1.2 percent of 

the world’s ocean ABNJ.33 While it may seem relatively small, it has much significance because 

of its fragility and sensitivity. The Arctic ocean areas have upwards of 21,000 species that are 

heavily impacted by the misuse of ocean areas in unclaimed jurisdiction.34 The ocean provides 

stability to the entire Arctic ecosystem, thus calling for a restriction of human activity. The 

Arctic specifically requires measures for marine environmental protection. There are current 

gaps in the regulatory tools in place to protect Arctic ABNJ, the international conventions 

provide legal frameworks that are not implemented or followed by states. 

 

The Mediterranean 

The Barcelona Convention has been working to the protection of Mediterranean ocean spaces 

since 1975 by implementing cooperative processes to protect biodiversity.35 There are currently 

no tangible enforceable regulations, and little is known about management measures occuring.36 

The Mediterrenean lacks staff, funding, and governance to make feasible changes for ocean areas 

beyond national jurisdiction.  

 
32 “Small Island Developing States,” August 21, 2019. https://www.thegef.org/topics/small-island-developing-states.  
33 “Arctic Marine Biodiversity in Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction: Framing A Legally Binding MPA Regime?” ASIL, August 31, 2016. 

https://www.asil.org/insights/volume/20/issue/14/arctic-marine-biodiversity-areas-beyond-national-jurisdiction-framing.  
34 Ibid. 
35 Hub, IISD's SDG Knowledge. “Guest Article: The Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas Network: A Successful Model in Action: SDG 

Knowledge Hub: IISD.” SDG Knowledge Hub. Accessed October 8, 2020. https://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/guest-articles/the-mediterranean-

marine-protected-areas-network-a-successful-model-in-action/.  

 
36 Hub, IISD's SDG Knowledge. “Guest Article: The Mediterranean Marine Protected Areas Network: A Successful Model in Action: SDG 

Knowledge Hub: IISD.” SDG Knowledge Hub. Accessed October 8, 2020. https://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/guest-articles/the-mediterranean-

marine-protected-areas-network-a-successful-model-in-action/.  
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Focus Questions  

1. What is currently being done by the international community to protect these ocean areas beyond 

national jurisdiction? How are they failing and how are they effective? 

2. Why do the treaties prove to be ineffective, and how can they be updated to better suit the needs 

of states that are vulnerable to exploitation? 

3. Explore the reasons that there is a current issue with the compliance of states to protect these 

areas, what are feasible alternatives that can be implemented? 

4. Can the UN and the international community guide regional protection initiatives to take place? 

5. How can the UNEP take into consideration all of the different stakeholders and dimensions of the 

issue to come to an overarching conclusion? 
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Topic B: Sustainable Cities and Communities – Responsible 

Consumption  

 

Introduction  

 

In the 2021 MACMUN conference, UNEP is examining the topic of Sustainable Cities & 

Committees - Responsible Consumption. These topics are goals 11 and 12 under the United 

Nations sustainable development goals. Currently, global consumption and production is a 

driving force of the global economy which heavily relies on the natural environment and 

resources in a manner that is completely destructive to the environment and simply not 

sustainable. Economic and social progress over the last century has been accompanied by 

environmental degradation that is endangering the very systems on which our future 

development.37  With climate change becoming a more pressing issue affecting society,  it is 

important to recognize and combat the negative impact of  rapid urbanization which is resulting 

in a growing state of poverty, inadequate and overburdened infrastructure and services, 

worsening air pollution and unplanned urban sprawl.38  Sustainable consumption and production 

can also contribute substantially to poverty alleviation and the transition towards low-carbon and 

green economies.39 

 

History   

 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were founded at the United Nations Conference on 

Sustainable Development in Rio de Janeiro in 2012.40 The objective of thr SDGs was to produce 

a set of universal goals that meet the urgent environmental, political and economic challenges 

facing the world.41 There are 17 separate goals and some of the objectives are to end poverty, 

protect the planet, and improve the lives of all people on a universal level.42 Then in 2015, the 

United Nations launched the sustainable development agenda in 2015, as a part of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development which set out a 15 year plan to achieve the goals.43 It is 

 
37 “Sustainable Consumption and Production – United Nations Sustainable Development.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed January 

12, 2021. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-consumption-production/.  
38

 Ibid. 
39

 Ibid. 
40

 “United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20 .:. Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform.” United Nations. United 

Nations. Accessed January 12, 2021. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/rio20.  
41

 Ibid. 
42

 Ibid. 

43
“United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, Rio+20 .:. Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform.” United Nations. United 

Nations. Accessed January 12, 2021. https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/rio20.  
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evident that there is a strong connection between the quality of life in cities and how cities 

extract and use available resources.44 As of right now the growing trend towards urbanization has 

added more pressure on the environment and accelerated demand, while supply remains stagenet  

for basic services, infrastructure, jobs, land, and affordable housing, particularly for the nearly 

one billion urban poor who live in informal settlements.45 Due to a high amount of people, 

infractstructes, housing and economic activities, occupying cities, they are particularly 

vulnerable to the effects of climate change and severe natural disasters.46 Building urban 

resilience is crucial to avoid human, social and economic losses while improving the 

sustainability of urbanization processes is needed to protect the environment and mitigate 

disaster risk and climate change.47 

 

Case Studies 

 

Canada: Goal 11  

 

Urban mobility: Even though Canadian cities are some of the most livable cities and attractive 

to businesses, they too are facing issues when it comes to the growing popularity of urban living. 

Urban congestion is costly and a drain on productivity as well. 48 Estimates show that congestion 

in Canada’s largest cities costs between $3.1 billion and $4.6 billion annually.49 Further, the 

number of registered light motor vehicles in Canada has been increasing at a faster rate than 

Canada’s population, at 36% compared to 19% (from 1999 to 2016).50 To this end, Canada 

supports Local Immigration Partnerships, which connect municipal governments, service 

provider organizations, public institutions and employers to improve planning and coordinating 

of services for newcomers.51 Creating strategic plans to disperse the Canadian population is 

essential in creating sustainability, as the most of the population lives close to the border and is 

not very spready out.  

 

Canada: Goal 12 

 

Canada’s sustainable forest management ensures that forests remain healthy and continue to 

provide many environmental, commercial, and health benefits.52 With strong laws, oversight and 

 
44

Environment, UN. “GOAL 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities.” UNEP - UN Environment Programme. Accessed January 12, 2021. 

https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustainable-development-goals-matter/goal-11.                                                     
45

Ibid 
46

Ibid  
47

Ibid 
48

“Canada’s Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.” Government of Canada, 2018. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/20033CanadasVoluntaryNationalReviewENv6.pdf. 
49

Ibid. 
50

Ibid. 
51

Ibid. 
52

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/20033CanadasVoluntaryNationalReviewENv6.pdf 
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management, timber harvesting in Canada is sustainable. To ensure forest sustainability over the 

long term, provincial and territorial governments regulate harvest levels through forest 

management plans.53 This is done by specifying an allowable annual cut, which is the annual 

level of harvest allowed on a specific area of Crown land over a set number of years (5 to 10 

years, in most cases). 54 All Crown lands that are harvested for commercial timber must be 

regenerated naturally, by planting, seeding, or planting and seeding.55 The Government of 

Canada, in collaboration with provincial and territorial governments and Indigenous partners, is 

moving into the implementation phase of the Forest Bio-economy Framework for Canada to 

facilitate opportunities for renewable bio-economy, biomaterials and other bio-products that limit 

or reduce carbon output while preserving biodiversity.56 These actions allow for more 

sustainable consumption and production patterns.  

 

China Goal 11 and 12:  

 

By implementing the SDGs there have been positive environmental impacts to the country and 

this is seen in the urban transportation system. Significant progress has been achieved in the 

greening of urban and rural areas; cultural heritage sites have been effectively protected; per 

capita negative environmental impact has been further reduced; and both disaster resilience and 

urban sustainable development capacities have been further enhanced.57  

 

Implementation Progress Goal 11 and 12:  

 

1. China has been pushing ahead with government-subsidised housing projects, leading to 

sustained improvements in the living conditions of urban and rural populations.58 

2. China has implemented the public transport-first development strategy, as a result of 

which urban facilities are now more inclusive.59 

3. China has taken a combination of measures to promote green development of urban and 

rural areas, thus further enhancing urban resilience.60 

4. China has stepped up the implementation of relevant policies and a low-carbon industry 

mix has gradually materialised.61 

 
 
53

Ibid,17. 
54

Ibid, 17. 
55

Ibid,17. 
56

Ibid,17. 
57

“China’s Progress Report on Implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2019).” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

People’s Republic of China, 2019. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/topics_665678/2030kcxfzyc/P020190924780823323749.pdf. 

58
Ibid. 

59
Ibid. 

60
Ibid. 

61
Ibid. 
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5. China has facilitated measures to encourage food conservation and reduce food spoilage, 

resulting in significant reductions in spoilage and waste throughout the cycles of food 

production and consumption.62 

 

Saudi Arabia Goal 11 and 12:  

 

Saudi Arabia is looking at implementing the "Future Saudi Cities Program".63 The program seeks 

to achieve sustainable urbanization in response to the urban challenges that have emerged due to 

rapid growth and to support the country's urban strategy aimed at attaining balanced 

development.64 It looks to directly address the issue of making cities and human settlements 

inclusive, safe, resilient and most importantly sustainable. On top of this the kingdom is looking 

to create more sustainable consumption and production patterns through the 2030 vision. The 

Saudi Vision 2030 lists 4 strategic objectives that support and are in alignment with SDG 12.65  

 

Implementation goals:  

● Reduce all types of pollution (e.g. air, sound, water, soil). 66 

● Safeguard the environment from natural threats (e.g. desertification).67  

● Improve the urban scene in Saudi cities.68 

● Protect and rehabilitate natural landscapes (e.g. beaches, Islands, natural reserves).69 

 
62

Ibid,17. 
63

Ibid. 
64

Ibid. 
65

Ibid. 
66

Ibid. 
67

Ibid. 
68

Ibid,18. 
69

Ibid,17. 
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Current Situation 

 

Due to globalization and urbanization, more 

than half the world’s population has been 

living in cities since 2007, and that share is 

projected to rise to 60 percent by 2030.70 Cities 

and metropolitan areas are powerhouses of 

economic growth—contributing about 60 

percent of global GDP.71 However, they also 

account for about 70 percent of global carbon 

emissions and over 60 percent of resource 

use.72 

  

Increasing worldwide consumption and 

production, has led to a growth in the global 

economy, while simultaneously negatively 

affecting the environment through 

overconsumption and not keeping up with 

environment preservation. This is leading to 

destructive impacts on the climate.  

 

Goal 11 subsections regarding production 

and consumption:  

 

Target 11.3  

 

By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable urbanization and capacity for participatory, 

integrated and sustainable human settlement planning and management in all countries.73 

Target 11.5  

 

By 2030, significantly reduce the number of deaths and the number of people affected 

and substantially decrease the direct economic losses relative to global gross domestic 

 
70

“Cities – United Nations Sustainable Development.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed January 12, 2021. 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/.  
71

“Cities – United Nations Sustainable Development.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed January 12, 2021. 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/.  
72

Ibid. 
73

Environment, UN. “GOAL 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities.” UNEP - UN Environment Programme. Accessed January 12, 2021. 

https://www.unenvironment.org/es/node/2037.  

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/goal-11/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/goal-11/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/goal-11/
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product caused by disasters, including water-related disasters, with a focus on protecting 

the poor and people in vulnerable situations.74 

 

Target 11.6 

 

By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by 

paying special attention to air quality and municipal and other waste management.75 

 

Currently, there is also a divide between 

economically developed countries versus 

those that do not have the financial capacity 

to carry out the sustainable development 

goals. Economically developed countries 

have resources for technology and the means 

to execute projects that would allow them to 

practice sustainability whereas economically 

developing countries are struggling to get by 

with their current lack of resources. It is 

important to make cities sustainable, and 

that can only be achieved by creating career 

and business opportunities, safe and 

affordable housing, and building resilient 

societies and economies. It involves 

investment in public transport, creating 

green public spaces, and improving urban 

planning and management in participatory 

and inclusive ways.76 The UNEP committee 

needs to analyze solutions on how to ensure 

countries are accountable to the targets set 

by current goals and decide on what further 

actions can be taken to help support the 

current goals and prevent further 

environmental destruction which would 

harm cities and increase consumption.  

 

 

 
74

 Ibid.  
75

 Ibid. 
76

“Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities.” UNDP. Accessed January 12, 2021. https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-

development-goals/goal-11-sustainable-cities-and-communities.html.  
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Bloc Analysis 

 

European Union  

 

Monitoring SDG 11 in an EU context means looking at developments in the quality of life in 

cities and communities, sustainable mobility and adverse environmental impacts.While European 

cities and communities provide opportunities for employment, economic and cultural activity, 

many inhabitants still face considerable social challenges and inequalities.77Ensuring sustainable 

and healthy mobility, such as walking or cycling, through better urban planning and by 

improving the accessibility and attractiveness of public transport systems, among other 

measures, is one of these challenges.78 Another is dealing with cities’ negative environmental 

impacts, such as the spread of the settlement areas or the large amounts of waste generated in 

urban areas. Cities are consequently seen as both a source of economic, environmental and social 

challenges as well as a solution to these issues. As such, they can be considered a key driver for 

achieving a sustainable future.79 

 

Paris Climate Accord 

 

To address climate change, countries adopted the Paris Agreement at the COP21 in Paris on 12 

December 2015.80 The Agreement entered into force less than a year later. In the agreement, all 

countries agreed to work to limit global temperature rise to well below 2 degrees Celsius, and 

given the grave risks, to strive for 1.5 degrees Celsius. 197 countries signed, and many are not on 

track to achieve the set goal.81 

 

Asia Specfic Economic Cooperation  

 

APEC’s approach to the environment is an anomaly. While APEC is predominantly focused on 

economic cooperation and trade liberalization, its work on the environment nonetheless flows in 

the “sustainable development” current.82 APEC has focused not on conflicts between trade and 

environmental rules and policies but on the discussion and design of practical, voluntary 

initiatives which broadly promote sustainable development in the context of trade liberalization83 

 

 
77

 “SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities and Communities.” Eurostat, 2020. https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/pdfscache/63347.pdf.  
78
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 “Climate Action – United Nations Sustainable Development.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed January 12, 2021. 
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“APEC, Globalization and the ‘Sustainable Development Agenda’: Nautilus Institute for Security and Sustainability.” Nautilus Institute for 

Security and Sustainability | We hold that it is possible to build peace, create security, and restore sustainability for all people in our time., August 
1, 2015. https://nautilus.org/trade-and-environment/apec-globalization-and-the-sustainable-development-agenda-3/.  
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Focus Questions  

 

1. What active measures is your country taking to meet these 2030 Sustainable 

Development Goals more specifically goals 11 and 12?  

2. Almost all countries in the world have signed the Paris Accord, however many are not set 

to meet the target requirements. Will this be one of the goals within SDG?  

3. Many countries profit from oil sales, how will we move onto more sustainable resources 

for energy while still remaining accessible to economically developing countries?  

4. What can your country do to support economically developing countries during this 

transition period to cleaner energy?  

5. What immediate actions can be taken to address the concerns within your country that are 

outlined in the SDGs by the United Nations? 

 

 


	1. Regional Seas programmes covering Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction: https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/report/regional-seas-programmes-covering-areas-beyond-national-jurisdiction. Provides a description on current activities and conventions ...

